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RoOINN TAILTE

(DePARTMENT oF LANDS)

saoflEde weann Gonfidential, BAILE (ATHA CLIATH
’ Dustin)

ladh Meitheamh, 1937.

M.L. 3048/37.

A Chara,

I am desired by Mr. Boland to inform you
that Mr. Patk. Xeegan, Wafer Street, Enniscorthy,
has called on him in connection with the applications
under the Military Service Pensions Act of members Of
the crew of the S.S. "East Side,"™ who were engaged
in the shipment of machine guns in the year 1921.
Mr. Keegan handed Mr. Boland the enclosed letters
and statements and I am to request that same be
considered when the applications in question are being
dealt with.

Mise, le meas, /
1 A

M 7””"—

/1

RUmaiL Aire.

Eemon Burke, Esq.,

Secretary,

Military Service Pensions Board,
Griffith Barracks,

DUBLIN.
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STATBMENT OF CHIEV ENCINGER  $.8. "EAST SIDE®

To Whom I% May Concern :

S Chne The following 1s @ true statement of the facts
concerning the lm‘g-ut of macnine guns on the S.8. "East Side"
on Monday June 4 1821, when lying at her pier at Hoboken, N.J,

¥e, the undersigned, were engaged with tie
unders that the crew would be in full :w- y with our
mission and that no obstacles would be placed in our way. The
facts are that on arriving on board we I w, lhiz in complete
cnarga of an unsympatnetic seab crew, st on
at - time.

Béfddddyf (/1 dhé/

Cn mg fo y when the consipgnment came

on board, it was utterly impossible to’ conceal it from the eyes of ¥4
tiis croWs {OWeVer doing our best under these sAVerse ¢irewnstances
we succeaded that afternoon in stowing it safely amay. About 7 p.m.
we found out & suspicion among this crew, espegially the chief
steward and 32d Asst. Engineer, both who were total strangers to us.
‘e tnerefore decided that it would be better ¢ have thie consigrment
removed from tHe sLdp, and rignt away reported the circumstances to
MNP Je m{;eﬁ?& also nd-l.mg on him in person at his house, and

expl ained seriousness of the situation to nim. It was then
vetween 9 gnd I0 peme position he toock and his attltude towards
us Wwag that we were afraid of continuing th- adventure, andne faidbed

o be mmm r agtion in this respect of trying to save the zms
ani sald he | S parg, and seened $0 have totally fercotten
418 pledge towards us, that all members of the crew be hia omn
cnoice, of men wno solemnly pledged us would be on board before the
consignment ned the n;ﬂg. Howgvar we stood by until warned by t
tie captain $0 leave the silp at once. The bearer of this mes:ace
can testify to these faets, as e with us was concernasi in all our
endeavours o get the guns away.

_ _ fe also s tate that in our opinion as sea~f ring
r:tzelg a snip of tale class was not suitable for suen a purpose at this
Se
Respt.s Yrs.

P. Bughes C.O.
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COPY OF SECOND ASST. ENGINEER'S STATRMENT

n and Bughes went
came across to McCee's

and told us every thing \va:eanngnt mn there was nobody there

only one enginesr, a scab Assistant. I asked Cleeson low

the ma mcanéen:::g :’Jg",{"“”" Harry then came in.
wanted Lynch ou him. Lynch came in and ave

meamfaréxo&Mumestgmm mme

some opders and Simpson and elf aMmﬂtaa
‘e looked the ship over and ?ggm
stmm" « ON bom. In our own

“@ then looked around for a placet to put
our storas anddecided to put it in my room until ®e put to sea.
Bugnes and MeCartiy came on board about II o'elogk on Sunday.
He agreed with us about room. The stores came about I-30
andwere storad in the chill room by Simpson, MeCarthy, 4
stevedores and « Qurran was on t.e launch and I

: gave
nim a ook Of passes for the ¢ rew. 7hen the stuff was comine &/ ¥odv's

ON BOARD, m}! m umy Supt. of Docks Wag on top of

t.e ptﬁa“%! . the mﬁ.:;;s. "icKee's P were

# ' - ;ﬁﬂ ; oWn orew mﬂ us

4000t 580 meRe : ~
WY e shu tha echill m doox w tha

to work it turougn the e room $0 my room. tamda

tien Cawé on board w'mv%atoman rm

o T

board, &' I showed him Where tne Stuff was , and he sald to move

it as soon as our crew came on board. Gleeson then got talking
to the 3rd Asst. @Engineer, and took for the Ist Offiger. e
told him he had a good Union crew 3 | A
Hughes stopped tim and Cle=son and myself went ashore to see
Harry and let him know how tni
on board with O'Hare. "hen I got to my '2¢

told mb the second cook had taken the watohman down to the chill
room, and suowed nim the atutt. ‘They opened three sac:s to see

535
E
£
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E
g
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wnat was in § them up agein. Hugnes I went
asuore to 8 }! gottoléaseggsnawaam cee
and Peter Fearon m‘t out darry 'a to see what
t;gdaomd say. MoGee gane k abou aour later, andsaid he
¢

nos get
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Touere were fTour of our men there then.

i@ gtarted to get the stuff moved sz \man 0
watclmen Came on board. ¥e deci ed to call GleesoOn up.

Glotesn on- the A g TG
ne out of J“"&w r' xmmma"ﬁ -

~of |
' not get ¥ F n never came baok. end 1 went
Ak Reh Y There Hughed

%M gﬂ“ tne F'ean 1
ﬁ" hm me two watchmen
and he utd z“@he M.t&fi dan wm him that I had
only | and sald :"Tell tnu uw it to toem
to=mo g g0 toM wg Hughes
gos mzw the watcuman and pave bi lonm other one

 %e got all tne stuff moved into NO. 4 Hold
about 5 o'clock Monday wmorning, and we ?n the watciman another
ten 1an.. I went t0 bed gnd cot uwp a“;- There were then

onmmmnm.mowm noon Saturday.
1 told them wore fired and I had a new goming on bo:rd,
Apoug 10« tain told liugnes and ' that the ship was
going %o ..mm:nammag trust the

officer. wﬁ ms Gleeson on the wire and ne sald ne would be
over in an nour. 1 asked the Captain 4 Dempsey not nap the
searci, and he told me that Dempsey was only m%u m

Glesson caue on board and the e 0 asked
bim 1f he could do anything for nim. He sald ‘h walked
2s3nor8. I 8 after nime He came back dcmt half an hour
later m:l asked him if he could the stuff over
tae side, ‘&t anywiere the detectives could not find it.

Tupge Was men working adousmd the deck i it was impoas-
ible to move i Holhusudweweromszet the 'taf
kﬂn fod to

told ‘ ). to get off. iughes * i
the % " he would get m Y rem“!’ The relief et
cane

22 %1 te1d e § ﬁﬂ N gig‘s%rf
Of%e. o 3
of? mt':‘;zm to New T o&.;amgmm
e TR Lo e s de

i { signoﬁ .

James Cprley.
Dempsey Was supposaed to be Vice-President of the Company .

The watchmen were all supposad to be fixed and O.K.
'Ihe;g;ga supposed to be no eraw on board. ofmmﬂnabs on

James Oorlpy.
( Second Asst ingineer)
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STATEME NT OF H.J. SIMPSON 3rd ENGINEER 8.8. "EAST SIDE"

I went on board m 8.8. "Zast Side® on Saturday
evening as instructed by MeGee and Gleeson. I was accmpanls% by J.
Corley 2nd Engr. Ve found several scabs on board . As the marine
workers' strike was then on (including a 3rd Asst. On Sunday
morning the Chief came and at I o'clock the stuff ar?'fvei in a boat.
It was placed on the deck and I helped to carry it inside off tue

deck to get it out of aigxt as quickly as sible, as the mates were #
also on board and not gse to know any m. Te placed it avay
temporarily in the best place we could locate under the circumstances.

%e all engineers knew very shortly aftervards that some of those said
scabs ws:e fue to the stuff, and as a matter of fact we had to keep
wateih over it in order tc ent any of them from finding out the
contents of the bags. hen r=ached the conclusion that the best th
thing to do to usn u wvuld be to have it transferred to a boal, as
thers was ren;uym aco safe e to hide it due to so many aboard.
fie though ve this done late Sunday Bllh: or ur). Monday
moml eft to try and mmna the situation ve this
done but utmut success he returned. I stopped the um from open-
ing one of the bags, who was shown t0 the place one of the cooks
(while the second was ashore). Then the chief second went ashore
again but also returned witncmt any encouragement. Ye had to transfer
it that vonday morning at 4 o'clock to down between decks as all the
scabs and mates were tien asleep. Next morning the Captain told the
ciief the ship was going tor be searched, as he had been called o the

offig@e and told that some mysterious ca.rgo had put on board the
‘day before. The captain eslled the chief a little later (as I am
informed) @nd told him to be on the alert , that the Customs were

coming to make the im ‘g8 he was unable to satisfy the office with
ﬁ mlma ‘We were being called on in tie mttme to sign on
best mm;mte try and save the situatiion , then ghe

Ca.p%i!n toid chief was to clear off lmadiatg{ eh we did as
soon a8 mal in order not to be caught a for evidence.
I may say CG‘O was hopeless then. 1 remained mm all the time
and did a.u I possibly could to carry out success and only felt too
sorry not to be able to carry out this acred mission. I make this
statenent to the best of my ability, with all truth and sincerity,
and am quite willing to go before the highest investigating committee
eitoer at this side or home at the earliest opportunity I onmly
trust that condemnation for the failure will not be placed on me nor
my comrades who did their best under the tmn% circumstances. I nave
so far proven true $o the cause and would not like at the last to be
wrongly accused of falseness to 1%

I remain most sincerely

A Brother in the Cause

Hed . SIMPSON

S0 s
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STATEMENT OF CREW OF §.S. "EAST § IDE"

We, the undersigned members of the crew of
S.8. "East Side", having been informed of a written statement
being sent to H.Q; from N.Y. concerning arms on above ship

make this statement to assist any enquiry which may be held

and %o give any assistance possible.

On Friday, June IOth James McGee told Pat
Bready to have a crew in readiness. At this time the marine
strike was on and Bready had & hard time to gather up a_crew
dependable for the job. On tue following day (Saturday),
sallors, firemen, oilers and coal-passers got orders to
assemble on the following morning (Sunday) at 23rd Street,
for further orders to go aboard. It was then decided to go
aboard at nine o'clock londay morning I3th June.

In the meantime members of the crew had
vagked the stuff ready and sent it away to the water-front
fboard a truck, where it was put zboard ship by using a

aunchy

: On the same night four ofietr men who had
their cloth€sgyin Treadiness, went aboard to help out the
engineerss

At the sppointed time the memn appear
pregpared to sign on for the trip, but were told the ship
was not ready, and furthermore a buncn of seabs had been
engaged by the company operating the ship. Bready next
net McGee, Gleeson and Boland. He was told to go to
Hoboken Army piers and go sboard taking the crew with him.
He presented one pass for twelve men at the gate; @n presenting
the pass to the watchman, ne was tnld he and his men could not
enter. An argument followed znd the watchman called out the
military guard. This made any more effort futile. Some of our
men that evening on special duty at Hoboken, were met by Mr.
Bpland end told they were nice soldiers. This statement wes
not very pleasing to the men, who Were hungry and sleepy,
and who were willing to make any ‘sacrifice either to save
the stuff or get it across. . Thath Monday nignt at I0-30,
ten men were picked to go along side the "East Side" and get
the stuff off. But this plan failed as tie Custom men were
searching the ship that night, and left“an armed gvard aboard.
Wnen the $ug came alongside we found the ladder missing fram
over the gidaw gnd sSo were unable to board her., We wgited in
Hoooken fer¥iwamdeysdalter this, temseg ifie geoulld Be“of any
assistance in" gefiting Letkithee tults (fhe police Weck the
s tuliéy from the Customs. Then@ctifif ol orders we carried it
g&&&e tuck to the police station, so as it would notebowd =
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