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6th Period.
Lisbellaw Bks. burned - No fight.

Tempo Bks. raided and captured - 1 hour's fight. Attackers

were also under fire from Orange Lodge., Arms and ammunition
captured,

Enniskillen - planned ambush - called off after one hour.

June 1920 - Lisbellaw Ct. House burned., B/Specials turned out
and there was some shooting.

Oet., '20 -~ Belleek Bks. captured by ruse - no shooting, but
later raiders were attacked by a clergyman (armed) and
B/3pecials for half hour. One Vol. wounded.

7th Period.

Stand to every night for two weeks awaiting ambush.

3« 7. '21 - Lisbellaw ambush on police patrol - a wire-cubtting
party were discovered and there as an exchange of shots.
Not an ambush at all. -
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’ : FERMANAGH BRIGADE

REPORT FOR PURPOSES OF MILITARY SERVICE PENSIONS ACTS.

S

; ' DISTINCTION OF INCQME TAX OFFICE ENNISKILLEN AND OF
b RECORDS HELD BY THE COLLECTORS OF TAXES. 14th MAY 1920,

In common presumably with all other units the Fermanagh
Brigade received orders to destroy the above at the time of the
general attack on these offices about April 1920, Comdt. Sheehan
laid plans to have the job.done at that fime; but owing to the
action or inaction of one volunteer officer (since deceased)
nothing was done., Comdt. Sheehan himself was at an official
conference in Dublin on the night the stunt was to ‘tadke place - it
was a fixed date for the whole of Ireland. There“were about seven
Collector's offices to be dealt with in addition to the central
Income Tax Office in Townhall St., Enniskillen. The seven
collectors were spread over a wide area embracing South Donegal,
South Tyrone, North Bast Cavan, West Monaghan as well as Fermanagh.
When the operation was carried out on 1l4th May 1920 the central
office was under constant police guard and the Collectors' homes
were to some extent at least on the watch because of the raids
throughout the country a month earlier. On the previous occasion
the failure was alleged to be due to difficulty in getting the
petrol into the -office. For the second attempt two tins of petrol
was brought in and concealed in the central offices a week before
the burning took place. Comdt. Sheehan and another Income Tax
Official, Volunteer Robert Burns now attached to Dept. of Supplies
Dublin actually brought in the petrol and kept it concealed in the
attliee.

About six volunteers of the Ennisgkillen Coy. acted as out-
posts whilst Volunteers John laguire, Anthony Maxwell, John lMeehan
and John Mason all of Enniskillen Coy. were picked to carry out
the raid and do the burning. Comdt. Sheehan was on overtime duty
alone in the offiee on the evening ef thestunt. He arranged the
chairs, tables and large books in readiness for sprinkling with the
petrol. At about ©.15 p.m. when the pelice guard was being
changed or otherwise not on the spot he admitted Volunteers Mason
and Meehan to the premises, gave them the petrol tins and
instructions. Heé then left the premises.  Later Volunteers
Maxwell and Duffy gained admittance to the premises. The actual
burning was started about 12 p.m. The job was not a complete
success as gnly the upper floor and contents was burned. The
lower floor iailed to catch fire.ds fhere was a chemists shop on
the ground floor a complete burning at that late hour might have
caused great destruction and loss of innocent life in the hotel

. and private houses adjoining as well as to the chemists family who
resided on the premises., Of the seven Collectors the records were
destroyed in six cases. In one case - Collector W. West of
Ballinamallon - Comdt. Sheehan called off the raid - as the result

el of representations made earlier by the Collector himself. The
T ([ names of th Volunteers who carried out the raids on the
: sV _J¢Collectors offices are not known. The four Volunteers concerned
‘% ¥ ) only very narrowly succeeded in getting out of the offices and

g there were no arrests subsequently. For a few months after the
_— e _gReration the,?nniskilfen Tax Office was given accommodation in -
: ' ‘the main Mili®e¥y Barracks., ~During this period the Military

Authorities wrefused to allow lessrs. Sheehan  and Burns to enter
the barracks and they were, therefore, out of work for this period,
In August 1920 when accommodation was found outside the barracks
they were allowed to resume official duty. « A sketeh of the town
shewing the office has already been handed in.

Certified as a true and correct statement to the best of our
knowledge and belief.
: N

: Verifying
ineae  Qucue  Bladkazgg Officers

Fermanagh Brigade Committee a) July 1942,



FERMANAGH BQIGADW

g*BFPORT FOR PURPOSES OF. MILITARY SFRVI”W PENSIONS ACT

“APHHE)OF BELLEEK POL}Q ABEAQKS - 5th SEPT. , 1920.

The sketch plan already Iodged with the Board together with the
notes thereon gives a.fairly complete accognt of this operation as
efar as the Fenmanagh command is doncerned.

Cqmdts. Carney sheehan 1aid the plans. As there were no
friendly policemen in the Garrison the barracks had to be taken by
sterm or ruse, It was decided to adopt the latter=plan. Three
volunteers from Enniskillen Coy. - John Maguire, Patrick Cox and
Joseph Smyth, since deceased - accompanied by Comdt. Carney
proceeded to Belleek by boat and road - as noted on the sketch plan.
Joseph Smyth who was an ex-British Soldier with a pronounced cockney
accent was selected for disguise in a British Army Uniform
(Inniskilling Fusilier). The Ballyshannon hospital ambulance was to
be taken on a bogus call on Sunday morning at an hour when most of
the garrison would be at Mass in Belleek., Smyth in uniform was to
sit in the front of the Ambulance with the driver (licShea - Bundoran)
- with Messrs. Carney, lMaguire and Cox concealed in the back.

Smyth would alight from the Ambulance at the barracks carrying a
large Civil Service envelope (supplied by Comdt. Shechan from
Enniskillen Taxes Dept where he was employed). He would knock and
endeavour to gain admission. -

‘ There was a delay of half an hour or more in the timing of the
stunt but otherwise everything worked out as planned. When the
Orderly opened the barrack door he reached for the service envelope
presented by Smyth and was proceeding to open it when Comdt. Carney
dived through the open door. In a few seconds the Garrison of 5 or
6 police were disarmed and taken out on the street.

To guard against the contingency of delay in securing the
ambulance and getting the raiding party to the Barrack door a guard
in chargesef Volunteer Te Daly of Belleek was placed on the
Catholie Church in Belleek with instructions to close all doors on
the police and congregation if necessary. At the same time
arrangements were made for a specially long sermon - through ‘the
help of the curate who was always very sympathetic and helpful to
the cause. Because of the delay in starting the operation and in
spite of the long sermon Volunteer Daly had to close the Church
doors and keep the whole congregation and the police in the Church
after the Mass had finished. For this action he was subsequently
arrested and imprisoned.

After the capture of the barracks had been effected about 40
volunteers from Belleck and (?) Bundoran area appeared and
proceeded to“remove the arms and burn the bapraeks, The four
Enniskillen Volunteers left immediately and made their way back to
Enniskillen. Just as in the Tempo stunt only a small portion of the
caputed arms were secured for the Fermanagh Area. The man who took
out the ambulance to meet Comdt. Carney and Driver McShea was
dismissed from his Jjob - his name is not known.

At this time, 5th Sept.3920 +the Belleek Area was under the
Fermanagh command, It was later attached to the 2nd Battalion 4th
Brigade lst Northern Division. Mention might be made«ef the fact
that the work.of burning the barrackssafter.its capture was done by
the Belleek Volunteers under Comdt. Sean Carty, Vice Comdt. P.
McCauley, John J. Stephens and P, " IFlanagan - Battalion Officers.
Stephens who had an excellent pre-truce record was subsequently
arrested with the Republican forces in South Dublin and shot by the
CeI.D. The proximity of the Military at Finner Camp rendered. the
burning operation a very dangerous one.

It may be relevent to add that for many years afterwards the
late Comdt. Carney preserved a special personal letter of
commendation received from the late Genl. Collins for the manner in
which this oOperation was planned and executed.

/OVERLEAR
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FERMANAGH BRIGADE.

Report for purposes of lMilitary ServiceJPensioné“Acts
Capture of Tempo Police Barracks -~ 25 0ct. 1920,

Barly in 1920 the possibility of capturing the Tenipo R.I.C.
Barracks was considered., It was thought that strangers tTo the
area would be helpful and the Bundoran volunteers under Tom
VicShea were consulted but the plans did not materialise. B 53
July 1920, the matter was @again considered, Volunteers from
several compeny areas met on different oceasions and discussed
the preject with Comdts. Carney, Sheehan, Pat Cleery and others.
These meetings took place in and around the Tempo area in the
homes of local volunteers. At this time no friendly contact had
been mede with any of the R.I.C. and plans were formulated to
capture an R.I.C. patrol and to secure admission to the barracks
of volunteers dressed in the captured uniforms. These plans were
practically completed when it was discovered there was a
possibility of inside help. A constable 0'Donnell (who appeared
to be in Tempo on leave) proved friendly and thrg§gagg%m the
help of a Sergt, Rafferty was assured. Discussiffisjletween these
two and the Tempo Battalion staff - Comdt, Breen, Vice Comdt.

E. Gray. Adjt. P. Mullarkey and Qmr., Phil Murphy and occasiomally
Dr, J. Carragher., It was finally arranged that the raid would
take place whilst Sergt. Rafferty with a few constables were out
on patrol, Constable O'Donnell would leave the gates leading
into the back yard of the barracks unbolted and then take some

of the garrison out for a -drink, A storming party of five or six
were then to enter and take the barrack. A second party would be
in readiness to enter by the front door when the first party
opened it. A scout would then bring along a waiting motom,car,
carrying petrol to burn the barracks and to take away the -
captured arms etc, to an outpost at the Green Gates (noted on
sketeh) on the Main Tempo - Clabby Road from whence they would
be removed to safety. The arrangements also included the

capture of Sergt. Rafferty's patrol and also Comt., O'Donnell

and the police with him all of whom would be armed.

The stunt was fixed for the most opportune of the following
dates - 11ith. 13th or 18th of October 1920 and volunteers from
the following companies were at their posts on each date:-
Enniskillen, Tempo, Lisnaskea, Coa, Cavanacross, Trillick and
Breagho. For various rgasons the stunt did not materialise. On
two occasions no motor car was available and on the other most
of the garrison was absent and apart from the fact that few arms
would be in the barracks there was great risk of exposing the
part the friendly R.I.C. who were on duty were to play. Another
attempt was made on o5th October 1920 and this was successful,

on this oceasion volunteers from Enniskillen, Cavanacross
and Lisnaskea mobilised at Doon Cross marked "o* on the sketeh.
A scout from Tempo Coy. was also present. Outposts from members
of the Cavanacross company were placed at Shilmore Cross (marked
D. on sketch) with orders to hold up all traffic and cut
telegraph wires etc, This outpost included: -

Prancis Breen, lulnaskea, Enniskillen (or Water Street)

Patrick McKenna, Cavanacarragh, Lisbellaw - both of these
took a very active part in the subsequent: Hold-up and they were
helped by:

John Dolan, deceased.
Edward Dolen, Cavaenacarragh, Lisbellaw,
John McKerwey, Cavanaeross, Garvery.
Patrieck Cox, lulnaskea, Garvery.
James Naan, Cavanacarragh, Lisbellaw.
Thomas Curran, Mulnaskea, Garvery.
Andrew MeAroe, Ballylucas, Enniskillen,
and a few others not now identifiable with certainty.

The following volunteers proceeded to a meeting place im
the village to await the all clear signal for the approach to
the barracks:--
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Comdt. James Smyth (now Collector of Taxes at Clones) and Comdt.
‘James Reilly, Lisnaskea, These were in joint charge of the
operation.

Joseph Smyth, Enniskillen (deceased).

Wm. Watson, 5, Plunkett Barracks, Curragh Camp.

John Leonard, Queen St., Enniskillen,

Jaeck Meehan, Enniskillen.

In Tempo these were joined by:-

Joseph Slavin, North Sydney, Australia.

Joseph Trainor, Tempo - shot during Civil War.
Arthur Breen, Tempo. :

Patrick Mullarkey, Parochial Ho., Lisnaskea.
Philip Murphy, G.N. Rly. Navan

Edward Gray, 72 Calumar St., Mass., U.S.A. -

the three latter were the joiming links between the different
units engaged. '

The remainder from the Enniskillen area included Francis
Cerrigan, Waterford, lichael Smyth, Lisnaskea, Thomas Cox, Galway,
James Donnelly, Enniskillen, and three others not identified with
any certainty. These seven volunteers proceeded by the river bank
to the open yard on the side of the main street opposits to the
barracks - see sketeh.

Preliminary arrangements were then complete. The R.I.C.
patrol had left the barracks and Constable O'Donnell had taken
four or five of the garrison to O'Rourkes Publichouse. When the
volunteers were all in position, the first of the attacking party
moved from their waiting place <00nnolly's Publichouse) towards
the Darrack and entered through the back gate about 8 v.m AB
they entered, a dog in the yard of the barracks began barking
and this to a certain extent spoiled the element of surprise.

The only oceupents of the barracks were Sergt. Lucas and the
orderly Gonst, 0'Brien ( a tan ). Joseph Smyth was the first to
enter the barrack followed by Joseph Slavin, Jack lMeehan and later
James Smyth, Thomss Cox, Michael Smyth, John Leonard, Philip
Murphy, James Donnelly and Willilam Watson. Sergeant Lucas was

not in the day room as expected but emerged from another room on
the ground floor when the raiding party entered and confronted the
volunteers im thé hallway. IHe rushed at the volunteers figo of
whom (Joseph Smyth and Slavin) dodget past him and got to the day-
room where they disarmed the orderly - Const, O'Brien. Meanwhile,
Sergeant Lueas continued to resist in the hall where some shooting
took place and Sergeant Lucas and Joseph Slavin were wounded -

the latter was shop through the palm of one hand, Meanwhile, the
second part of the attacking party under Comdt, Jim Smyth arrived
at the front door of the barracks which they foumd closed with
shooting goimg on inside. Unsuceessful attempts were made by
Comdt., Smyth asnd Thos. Cox to blew the lock off the door. The
party then proceeded to the rear of the barracks and entered,

A scout Fras. Corrigan was despatched for the waiting car to Doon
Cross Roads. When he emerged on the main street through the
barrack front door which had been opened ' he was fired on from
several sngles by the Iocal minister (whose house was only a short
- distance from the barrack) and some Ulster Volunteers. However, he
-0t theough and sent the car in but owing to the heawy firing the
car was unable to.step and proceceded throwgh the tovm teking with
it the petrol that was needed to burn the barracks,

The position in the Barracks was now critical, There wasN
no ready means of getting the arms away and no petrol to burn the
place and worse still every minute's delay was increasing the
danger that the Ulster Volunteers would succeed in cutting off
all means of retreat. Sergeant Lucas was not yet subdued although

he was slishtly wounded and wasg bein eld down in the barrack
yard by cn% V%Xunteer - t%e a%e Jos%pg Traynor, EEmpo.
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He had succeeded in wounding Traynor with a pocket knife and soon
- afterwards he broke away from his guard and ran aut into the main

street through the rear gate and open entry. As he reached the
street he was fired on and mortally wounded., The Minister who
had kept up a continuous fire at the barracks (and who may indeed

" have shot the Sergeant - Comdt. Sheehan was told later by a

doctor that the sergeant was killed by a rifle bullet which
entered the sergeant's groin from the front) dragged the wounded
sergeent into his hallway. Meanwhile the volunteers in the
barracks were collecting the arms and ammunition and placed

- them in position for removal by hand., The volunteers were with-

drawn from their posts in and around the barracks., Four of them
were ordered to cover the retreat @nd the others heavily laden
with arms &c. proceeded to Doon Cross which they reached without
a casualty - although they were under heavy fire for part of the
Jjourney. The arms &c. captured included:-

8 Lee Enfield Rifles., & Poliece Carbines - two without bolts
whiech could not be found in the barrack).

3 Revolvers (all that could be found).

Two boxes of 6,303 ammunition and one box of revolver
ammunition. One box of VeRey Lights., Some small hand
grenades. Handcuffs., Belts and a miscellaneous assortment
of ammunition. Police day books and other documents.

The arms and ammunition were placed in a white Hupmobile
car driven by Patrick Tracey of Clones (which was not of course
intended to be used - the other car had failed) and the stuff
was driven off following the route DTempo - Trasna - Gardiners
Cross by Aughaneagh Church to Nutfield Cross and on back to
Carntrane behind Comdt. Reilly's residence where it was dumped
on the mountain on the land of James Eee, In the car were Comdis.
Reilly and Smyth, Joe. Sfavin (wounded in the hand at theg entry
to the barracks) and Michael Smyth Drumbrocas. Joseph Stavin
was left at Pee's house for the night. The stuff was removed
inside 48 hours to a lMonaghan Battaliom dump at Crossnagowai,
and ultimately taken over by the lMonaghan area. The stuff was
lent by Comdt, Carney to Comdt. Matt Fitzpatrick but in spite of
repeated efforts no portion of it was ever got back to the Fermansgh
Brigade. Slavim the only casualty on our side apart from Comdt.
Breen was taken from Fee's house on the following night across
Lough Erne and safely attended to by a doctor in the laguiresbridge
Company area, Fee's house and land was raided by tans a few days
later, and a servant boy named Burns (who was not a volunteer)
was shot in the thigh.

After the removal of the arms, scouts hastened to withdraw all
outposts. A considerable volume of traffic had been held up at
the Green Gates and Shilmore Cross out post and this was released.
The hold-up of the police patrol on the Tempo - Fivemilestown
or Brookeboro Road (marked "A" on sketch) was alwost as dangerous
as the main operation. Those engaged here included:-

Henry Magee, Garda Siochana, Rosconmon.

sergt., D.B. McCaffrey, A.M.C. Baldonnell (No,20668)

Bernard lonaghan, Tempo- (recently deceased - leaving large
family im poor eircumstanees),

Joseph Clifford, Tempo.

Prancis licCaffrey, 567 East 158 Streetl Bronx, New York,

Owen lieCaffrey now Ontario, Canada.

The two lcCaffreys were later arrested and sentenced to death
for their part in the stunt but were later reprieved. This party
assembled at the Green Gates (marked B. on sketech) on the Tempo -
Clabby Road where they received orders from the late Comdt. Phil
Breen and Vice Comdt, Ed. Gray. The party proceeded across the
estate of Sir Chas. Langham to his gate-house on the Tempo-
Brookeboro Rd, to await the patrol consisting of Sergt. Rafferty
snd a Constable Rodgers.
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Their capture had to be effected quietly so that no alarm would be
given before the main operation opened. Denis McCaffrey and two

. shers dealt effectively with the Sergeant but the constable
endeavoured to draw his gun and was only overpowered and &isarmed
after some shots had been fired. The party then withdrew to the
woods and awaited the all clear signal. Meanwhile the party of
police who had left the barracks with Constable O'Donnell were held
up in Q'Rourke's publichouse by volunteers from Golan and Trillick
Areas (Tyrone). Precise details of this part of the operation are
not known to uss Details have, we are told,been furnished by their
Brigade Committee. We may add, however, that the hold up and 4is-
arming were effectively done. - The revolvers captured were, however,
kept by the Tyrone Volunteers.

Traffic and pedestrian "hold-ups" were dangerous as they had to
be carried out in the centres of hostile areas - as noted on the
sketchs The main "hold-ups" were at Shelmore Cross and Greet Gates.
Cavanacross Volunteers (names already given) had at least 30 persons
held up at Shelmore Cross when the raid concluded. J4itirm—mmaon
Crese—thon—tre—reid-toncindes, At the Green Gates (marked "B" on
sketch) the Tempo Volunteers did the work. They included Patrick anc
Bernard McQuaide, Cooleran, Tempo, Francis McCusker, Drumackin, Tempo
Patrick Murphy, Kilculla, Tempo, James Swift, Brougher, Tempo. liost
of the Tempo Coy. were mobilised at this point as it had been
planned to take the caputred arms here.

The withdrawal from the scene was suCcessfully carried out. NoO
portion of the arms was recaptured - due to the good work of Comdts.
Smyth and O0'Reilly - as alrecady detailed above. The Enniskillen
area volunteers also reached home safely. The thoroughness with
the wirecutting and isolating of Tempo had been done is shewn by the
fact that news of the opgration did not reach Enniskillen or any
other enemy post for more than four hours after the Volunteers had
left Tempo.

The operation was marred by the death of the Comdt. of the
Tempo Battalion Akea — Philip Breen. It had been decided that he
should as far as possible be in such a position during the actual
stunt that the local hostile element would see him engaged on his
normal work, After seeing that the arrangements at the Green Gates
outpost were complete he returned to his father's publichouse and
worked there during the dtunt. At closing time - some house after
the operation had concluded - he went outside to put up. the window
shutters and he was shot. Two bullets were fired at him from the
other side of the main street. There is little doubt that one of.
the murderers was an Ulster Volunteer - a postman - named Potters.
After one attempt.was made by the Volunteers to shoot him he was
placed under close police protection and died shortly afterwards
as the result of an accidents The other gunman was never
definitely identified - although an Ulster Volunteer named Beatty
was suspected.

The sketch plan of the area and outposts referred to in the
foregoing has already been handed in.

The fareceing statement is true and cprrect to the best of our
knowledge and belief.

-

)Verifying

. | 'mg
Of'ficers

fqﬂ%wxé kot B3 Qaﬁﬂy

Permanagh Brigade Committee faitins & July 1942
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Briof History of the I.R.a. in Fermanagh,

The Volunteer Movement during the time of the "0ld Irish
Parﬁy“ wa8 very sbrong. After the split only one Company remained
actively in support of the late P.H..Peams. That was a Company A
in the Eaniskillen area that drew most of ite members from the
Weatern ond of the town Mullylogan and Ashwoods Digtricts, plus a
number from the town itself. Mr. Fras. 0'Duffy, Ministry of
Eﬂucs,tien, Marlborough Street, Dublin, was in charge of this Company
and was in direct touch with M,Q. in smuh.

~ The ri-insv in 1‘516 gave new lifo to this Company. with '
the spread of Sinn Pein came the st»mho;zing: of the Volunteer
Movement and in 191'7 we find Gnmpa:tuu :hx Tempo, Arney anf (avanacross
Er. O'uffy was placqa in charge of thum Other Gompanies hegan to

appear in more or less disconneeted manner,

During the Autumn of 1918, Mr. 0'Muffy left Tnniskillen.

- Mr. Hugh MeManus presently residing at the Gnatcms Houne, Tungarvan,

Waterfori, then $pok charge. He contimefd the work of organising
throughout the County. He was assisted By a small number of active
Volunteers in the @ifferent areas. About the Spring of 1918 there
were Compsnies in Blmthkﬂ.l;n; Tempo, Arnay, Oavanaeross, Irvinestown,
Beleoo, kttithri&go and Coa. It was about thips time also that the
late Frank Carney, T.D., became eqmmoﬁd with the Movemsnt, firstly
in the capaeity as a “rill Instrustor. Mr. Carney £0on had the
Companies throughout the County under pmper diseipline, and doing «
rifle a»d open formation drill. About June lﬁlq#ur. MeManug

agked H,(\. t0 relieve him of his pouitian a8 he had not sufficient
time at hie li’i’ﬁul 0 ‘eope with the daereasing responsibility.

N¥r. Patrick Multy succeeded him. Mr., Multy, who dis atbached to

the Department of Poetes and Telegraphs, Publin, left Enniskillen

at the end of 1918 and was succeeded hy the late Comdt. Frank

Carney, T.D.
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At this pariod pesasional raids for arms were belng
made by the Volunteers. Police Barrncks were heing vacabed
(time early in 1920),

It owas during Shae Vinker of 1919 /B0 that there was a
general defining of areas. The "attlabridge, Roslea end of
the sounty wae transferved to Homaghan; ILienaskea, kKillyroveyr
area was Dlaced under !ir. Jags 6illye Tampo, Coa, Cavanadross
area under tha late Phil Breeun; Irvinenbown, mimey area

" under Mre 0.3, HoManus; Belleek, Monea, Merrygonielly,

Toora, Rosinuremore, 3oho arean wxer Mr. Sean Carty; Arney,
Derrylin, Kinawlsy anl niskillen area under Hr. James
eManuse

Mre Carney was ﬁﬁiunt in mmmu of the whole areas In
#miskillen he sathered around him a number of helpers. These
boys who often held no rank were always in the coufifence of
¥re Carneye |

Rarly in 1920 plans were being laif to burn vacated
Police mm and Inocome Tax Qfﬂoai. Zach Batbt. area had
its work nAﬂ out for them. Before these plans maturel Nr.
Carney was arrested in. company with Meesre. }, Moilanus, (»ree.-.
@nu“; and gome nthers. Mws John Mngnive, 0.. Nelcoo,
then took over sharge duriig the EM‘Q"EQ abpenge. lr. Tean
Sheehan, pressantly resiiing at 1, Urove Averue, Wiaokrock,
Tublin, desane actively comnseted with the ﬁmuﬁnﬁ Yafore MNr.
farnay's arrest and lie helped with the othare in complet ing
the plans for the burninge throughout the founiy.

Abhout daster 1920, Letterbreen, Arney and Trillick
Barracks were Burned and Income H;W Reco s VWro desbroyed atb
Lisbellaw and Ballinamallawde  In May 1920 The i sk illen
Income Tax Dfflee was burned.

after Mr. Carney's release plans were 1ai€ for further
activitiss. Raids for anmme were an every night occurencea.

In the Tempo. Batt. arvea these raids ware made exhgugtive ané in




e

%nnukillen avery possible means were used to procure arms, such
as buying them off the Military and stealing them from the saue
sources

nerrylin Courthouse and Barracks were burned in June 1920.
Alio in this ﬁenth an unsuccess ful awmﬁt woe made to bum
Lisbellaw Courthouse and Barracks - while prepirations were being
made an outpost fired on an onlooker and in a mimute the Village
was in arms., The Volunteers under the late Comdt. Carney, Sean
Sheehan and the late ibhﬂ. Breen, had their work cut out to carry
out a successful retreat. This they 448 with only one casualby.
Volunteer M. Goodwin was seriously wounded. Several of the
inhabitants of the Village were wmﬂn&. This Village was 999
nostiles

Plans for the eapture of several Barracks were at this
time being foxrmulated. Those for the }eaytum of Belleek were
the first to mature. The Belleek Volunteers, under the command
of Comit. Sean garty, gave Mr. Carney every help. The actual
capture was earried out by Buniskillen Volunteers on 5.9.1920,
but the loecal Company go-operated before and after. This was
one of the most spectacular stunts of the Anglo-Irish War and was
very highly praised by the late General Collinse

Mr. Carmey had organized, at this time, a Flying Colwm
and a hiding place in the mountains m’hquo Beleoo 80 ns 1o give
anyone '"Yanted' bYesauss of his activities, a definite ‘plaoe to
£0 to. |

On 23rd Oetober 1320, Mr. S« Sheehan ifoex charge of a very

risky operation in Baniskillen - that of s%opping a Whisgt Drives
This was done on aeoount of the Hunger SBtrike of the late Ter.
WeSwiney and the death of one of his fellow strikers. This
turned out t0 be dangerous as several of the Military were preseunt

and it transpired later that these were armed. The raiding party




had only two revolvers, Two Volunteers with these took charge
of the Millitary present and the remsinder brought the Whiet a
Drive to a gloses A round-up followed but no deieniions were

nade,

On 25,10,1920 Tempo Barracks was capiured, The Sergt, ﬁkz”“ﬂf
in amuc wag mortally wounded, The late Comdt. 2. Breen was

It wag & fight from the outset; a zlshﬁ to pet in and & fight {;amuhb

&t Boncek,
to get out, dhen the Volunteers got possession the U.VeRs [f rnewed
L\___—.?——-——é\», ""*——”""-——‘(—‘—EX_\__///
opened fire from outside. The car appointed to take awny the

had to fight their nay out carrying the capiured arms, eto, “m 5w;4
The poliece m patrol wers held up and disarmed and the whole X ’/M
village was isolated by the surrounding Companies, Gomdt,
Phil Broen was shot desd that night sz & roprissl, Two
attenpts were made to sapiure anngradn Barragks in the Southem
end of the ares but without success, Iu September 1920 &
Sele & N, Go, Hly. train was held up and raided for mails by
the Mullaghdun Co, Also in September *men\ wag & gtmomi
cleaning up of all ams., Astunt o ambush police near Bcloo9
snd to have for its Qlimtx the 4@ptnzo of Belooo Barracks was
plauned but 4id not come off as tha Bis%riaf besame too hot,
Another ambush was planned for the Doubla-lUormers, near
Zoniskillen, deveral of the Volunteers were actually on the
soane of the ambush when they were infommed that the stunt wasg
off, |
Minor agtivities were continued in 1921,  Mrly in 1921
Mr, P, Camey wag promoted to 0,C.5 lst Nor, Div,, and kr. Sean
Jhechan was placed in charge. At the same time Tempo Batt,
wag transferred to 2nd Notthem, Lisnaskes to 5t%h Northem,
Belleek and Mulleek to 1st Northem,
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Tt must be remembercd that during this period that there

‘were strict orders that permission would have to be given for

-

major stunts. Mails were raided at Killimure by Breagho and
Cavanacross Coe In June 1921 Bridges were blownm up at
Fetterweir by Tempo Co; Cooltrain by Coa and Breagho Co, and
¥illinure by Cavanacross Co. The late Chas. Daly (executed in
Dbmgal) spent a lot of his time in the Tempo. Batt. area and
had to be guarded. On the 3.7.1921 the Cavanacross Coe under
Mr. ¥, Corrigan, fired on a police patrol outside Lisbellaw.

Other activities in the area during the troubled times
were raiding for B, Men's bicycles, cubting telephone and
telegraph wires, blocking roads, enforecing decrees of Sinn Fein
Courts and earrying out the Belfast Boycott.,

The difficulties under which the I,R.A. Operated in
County Fermanagh were constantly very great and often indeed
were insurmountable. Company aress were isolated from each
other and from their Batt. M.Qs. Batt areas were in the same
position as regards ﬁrhoir Brigades. It must also be remembered
that the majority of those who weve opposed to the I.R.A. were
fully amed and constantly on the look out for any movement of
the part of the I.R.A. This was clearly illustrated by the
manner in which the Pro-British element turned out to attack the
T.R.A. both in Tempo and Lisbellaw. |

On the 1lth July 1921, there were no special services in
the Brigade or any of the Battalions. The Batt. Officers
ineluded 0.Gs, Vice 0.C., Adjutant and Q.M., and cccasion'a,ll_y
an Assistant Q.M. The Brigade Awaa gbaffed in a similar manner.

With the coming of the Truce in July 1921, reeruiting,
training, ete. went on rapidly. In September 1921 training
Camps were formed. The Fermanagh Brigade were served by a camp
in Carrigallen, Co. Leitrinm. The Tempo Batt. which was at this
time in the 2nd Northern, had a Batt. Camp in Brochar Mountains

outside Tempoe. TLater in September the county was re-organised.
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Tanpo Buit, wns treusferred Lfrom (ampgh 3Sripede, Znd

' Horthem, %o the Pemanagh Brigede shich hod been placed under

r192 -
the gosmand of the 1st Hidland Mﬁmn - Tha Brigsde now

inoluded, Wniskillen Batt, (les) Belevo ¥est (Znd) Derrylin
Butt, (@rd) and Tenpo Batt {4shj. These Battsiions were fully
staffed, the parsonnel of which Gppesrs ou  the list supplied
%0 the Board of #eferees. igh Bett, iIncluded the following
Sompanies

A« Boho :
8« Derrygonnelly
de misciilen
. Hones

£ Aoginurenoro.

o, B, B%t, Beloooy
A, Beleoo
B, doobally-

8. @Glsn lower
2. Glan Upper
%« Killinagh
#, Hullsghdun.

lio, Yo Butt, Jerryiing

Ae Amey

B Hinnwley

Se EKingnrrow or Jerrylin
2. Killosher

7, heaghill.
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‘A, Breagho
Be Cavanaocross
Ce Coa
De !mpe
B. Tonayglaskin
¥, Trillick
G. Wnitehill (outpost).

During the truce the Brigade gontinued to dArill and aXme
At the ratification of the Treaty the whole Brigade "stood to".
Plane were laid to confine the military and police to their
various Barracks should the Treaty be rejected.

After the ratification of the Treaty there was a laree
mumber who were inelined towards the extreme wing, but the
CollinsDe Valera paot smoothed these differences to a great
extente _

Hostilities v_w’i resumed on the oseasion of the cross
borer raid early in February 1922. This raid developed into
a2 series of ﬁ.s—hty, one at Carson's of Xillyreagh, one each at
Gooper's and Wliotts of Eniskillen, and a final one at Belcoo.
After this Wermanagh was a hotbed. Srigade and other 0fficers
searcely ever slept at home. The Barracks in the Cavan end of
the Brigade were taken over by the Brigadee. In April 1922 the
Yolunteers ﬁsims:acklion Barracks captured Beleoo R.U.C. Barracks.

After this came the Round up in May 19228. The majority
of the Brigade and Battalion Staffs were arresbed - omly a few
officers escaped. Some of the vacated positions were filled
but for practical purposes the IT.R.A. Was almost extincte.
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