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Raid on Kilmallock

(Reprinted from An t-Oglach).

By the spring of 1920, the campaign against
R.IC. barracks was well under way, and was
successfully fulfilling its two-fold purpose of
loosening the enemy’s hold on the country and
augmenting the arms of the Volunteers. -

It was decided to attack and capture Kilmallock
R.LC. Barracks. It was discovered that the normal
strength of the barrack consisted of two sergeants
and eighteen men. The building was a very sub-
stantial one; and all the windows were steel-
shuttered and slotted to enable rifles to be fired
through them. In addition to a plentiful supply
of ammunition, the garrison was well provided
with rifle grenades and Mills bombs.  In short,
the police were in the position of an exceptionally
strong military force with every prospect of hold-
ing out for days against even overwhelming
numbers.

The barrack, however, had one drawback, of
which great advantage could be taken by daring
attackers.  Situated in the main street of the

by LIEUTENANT M. QUIRKE,
Cavalry Corps.
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village, it was a rather low, squat structure, strongly
built, but over-ooked by higher buildings adjacent
toit. This gave the attackers, provided they could
occupy these buildings successfully, a dominant
position over those in the barracks.

With regard to the movements of the garrison
it was learned that, whilst normally the stgength
was two sergeants and eighteen constables, this
number varied almost nightly. Individual R.I.C.
men came and departed by train on special plain
clothes duty. Occasionally they came by Crossley
tender. So that it was never possible to say ac-
curately what was the strength of the garrison on
a particular night. On the night of the attack the
garrison consisted of twenty-eight men.

In our area service rifles were few; and for the
attack on this stronghold the greatest difficulty was
experienced in getting even thirty rifles.  Our
leader, Sean Forde, decided that the night of the
attack was to be May 27, 1920. The rifles, some
ammunition and all available shot-guns were
dumped on the western side of Kilmallock, and the
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greater portion of ammunition, bombs and ex-
plosives was dumped on the eastern side.

It was too much to hope that so strong a barrack
could be carried by a short, sharp attack. It would
obviously have to be besieged.  This constituted
the greatest part of our task, because a protracted
ficht would certainly lead to the possibility of re-
inforcements coming to the relief of the garrison.
Our force was too small for the risk to be lightly
regarded.

All available help in the entire district was ac-
cordingly mobilised at 9 o’clock on the night of
the attack, and all main roads, bye-roads, and rail-
way tracks for a radius of about fifteen miles
around Kilmallock were rendered impassable for
any form of traffic. A prodigious amount of
labour went into this work, but it was cheerfully
and effectively done, and it was well indeed that it
was so, for the barrack proved a far tougher pro-
position than we had counted upon.

All preliminaries having been completed, the
mobilisation of the attackers began. At 8 o’clock
eighteen men from my Battalion concentrated at
Garryspillane cross-roads, all in possession of
bicycles, and proceeded to Kilmallock direct, to
join forces with other detachments from West
Limerick and East Clare.

Owing to the thoroughness of the obstructions
over the roads our progress towards Kilmallock was
very slow, The detachment I was with arrived in
the town about 10.30 p.m., and linked up with the
main body to the west of Kilmallock, under the
Command of Sean Forde.

About thirty men, each of whom was recom-
mended by his local commander, were now
specially selected, armed with the best of the
rifles, given a plentiful supply of ammunition, and
detailed for the direct attack on the barracks. The
remaining men, to the number of about forty, arm-
ed with shot-guns and all sorts of miniature wea-
pons, were detailed to guard minor entrances and
exits.

Our detachment, that is to say, those detailed
for the direct attack, was next divided into five
sections, each choosing its own leader.

Fach section received detailed instructions con-
cerning.the various buildings surrounding the bar-
rack which they were to occupy and fortify.
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Clery’s i 1 fell to our lot.

This extensive building stood directly in front
of the barrack and afforded an excellent command-
ing position, being about twice the height of the
barrack. Our Intelligence had reported the pre-
vious day that Clery’s could not be entered either
by front or rear so late at night; and in order to
make sure of admission the following plan was
adopted.

One of the LR.A, was detailed to proceed to
Kilmallock by evening train in the guise of a com-
mencial traveller, and book a bed for the night in
Clery’s. This would ensure having a man of our
own inside to let us in; and it also meant that he
would get a pretty good knowledge of the occu-
pants and the interior arrangements.

This simple plan worked splendidly., The in-
stant our Section leader tapped gently at the door
our comrade inside laid down the book he was
reading and opened wide the door, thus enabling
us to enter quietly and take possession.

Houses all round the barrack were by now oc-
cupied, and the work of fortifying them began.
Fach man barricaded the window allotted to him
with whatever material wags available.  MNeedless
to say, the material available was not ideal for the
purpose, and but a sorry substitute for the steel-
shuttered windows opposite. But a high spirit of
confidence animated us; and by 11.30 p.m, we were
all at our posts, with loaded rifles at the ready,
waiting with what patience we could for the signal
to begin the attack.

About six paces from the gable-end of the bar-
racks ,facing south-west, another building towered
above it. From the roof of the building our leader
was to give three flashes of a lamp, which was the
signal to begin the attack.

All eyes were now straining towards this point.
There was no sign of life or activity from the bat-
rack; and we seemed to have made our occupation
of the surrounding houses without arousing any
suspicions.

Suddenly from the roof-top three flashes of light
winked out into the night; and were instantly an-
swered by the roar of thirty rifles. At the same
moment our leader cast a 56lb weight crashing
through the slates of the barrack roof. Two other
56lb, weights followed in quick ‘succession, their
crashing noise passing almost unnoticed in the din
of rifles and bursting bombs.

This unique method of breaking a fort was very
effective, causing a large gaping hole in the roof.
Tnto this opening our leader, from the roof, hurled
bottle after bottle of petrol.

The bottles broke and siturated the roof with
petrol. Then our leader hurled bombs into the
breach. FEach bomb burst with terrific force,
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causing considerable damage but completely failing
to set the roof on fire.

Meanwhile the fight was raging fiercely all
round the barrack. The large garrison had mann-
ed every loop-hole, and were returning a hot fire
to our attack. It looked as if we would not suc-
ceed in forcing them either to surrender or
evacuate. ~ The bombing of the petrol-soaked
roof, upon which great hopes had been
set, did not appear to be working out, and
unless some other means of reducing the structure
of the building was brought into play it was evident
that bomb and rifle fire would be unavailing.

It was under those conditions that the real genius
of our lcader rose to the occasion. He detailed a
small party of those guarding the exits to proceed
to a yard in the town where there was an American
paraffin oil car. It was the tank-shaped type so
commonly used in distributing supplies to country
traders, and contained a huge quantity of paraffin
oil. This car was now brought up the street, and
with considerable difficulty and danger placed close
to the barracks. By means of a hose the paraffin
was now poured into the breach in the roof, for the
best part of an hour. Then another Mills bomb
hurled into the breach had the desired effect, and
the roof burst into a blaze. Even after the roof
had taken fire the stream of paraffin was kept
playing on the roof, with the result that in a few
minutes it became a roaring furnace,

The battle for possession of the barracks raged
without intermission from midnight to 2 a.m. At
that hour our leader flashed out the “Cease fire”
signal from his perch on the housetop. It was
almost instantly obeyed by the attackers, and the
only sound was from the intermittent fire of the
detenders,

It was a weird night; and one which the parti-
cipants are never likely to forget—the smoke of
burst bombs and the burning roof billowing
around the building, the sudden comparative quiet
after the fierce noise of the conflict, the red, hungry
flames shooting skyward out of the doomed
building.

The garrison was called on to surrender; but
the reply was, “No surrender,” followed by a
volley of rifle and grenade fire,

Instantly the three flashes of light for the “Open
fire” winked out from the housetop and the battle
was again in full swing. For upwards of three
more hours the building—the fire of which was
increasing every moment—was subjected to a con-
tinuous attack. ;

During all this time the defenders, who showed
remarkable courage and pertinacity, directed their
main efforts against Clery’s Hotel. They endeav-
oured to make this poesition untenable by a con-
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tinuous attack with rifle grenades. ~ In this they
were considerably handicapped by our elevated
position and the fact that the street space between
the two buildings was filled with dense smoke.
Owing largely to these facts, I believe, they failed
tgget a singe one of their grenades in through any

the windows occupied by us. None the less
our position was rather precarious. Grenade after
arenade hit the front wall, dropped to the ground
and burst with terrific force. These repeated con-
cussions were causing considerable damage to the
lower portion of the front of the hotel.

The fight had been waged for over five hours
and the entire barrack was little better than a roar-
ing furnace. The position of the defenders was
hopeless, as it was quite impossible to remain any
longer in the building.

Once more the “Cease fire” signal flashed out.
Silence again took the place of conflict. The gar-
rison, for the last time, were called upon to
“Surrender.”” Their answer was “Never,” follow-
ed by a few shots. -

The fight then recommenced and was continued
up to about a quarter to six o'clock. About that
hour the entire roof fell in, amidst frantic cheering
from the attackers. Flames, sparks, and clouds of
smoke now shot skyward, giving a weird red tinge
to the whole scene. The defenders had by this
time made a dash to a small building in the yard
of the barrack, This building, like th barracks,
was fortified. In their flight they abandoned most
of their bombs and ammunition, and the bursting
of these within the burning building added to the
din and clamour of the fight.

From this small building they put up: " born
resistance. They fought the fight of heroes; and,
although we were engaged in a life-and-death
struggle with them, we readily acknowledged the
magnificent stand they made in face of an utterly
hopeless situation. -

Their retreat led to a change of our position
also. We evacuated our former posts, and got
into new ones at the rear without suffering any
casualties, although it had now become fairly light-
some.

The fact that the R.I.C. had abandoned most of
their reserve of ammunition in their flight from
the barracks conferred no great advantage on us.
We had begun our attack with a pitifully small
supply of ammunition and bombs, and, after more
than six hours’ continuous fighting, our supplies
were well nigh exhausted. Thus it was that, about
7 a.m., with daylight full across the country, our
supplies of ammunition exhausted, and the danger
of being trapped by heavy reinforcements, our
leader was forced to sound the “Retire.” We fired
a parting volley and began our retirement.

We retired in good order across the country,
leaving the barracks a smouldering ruin. Had the
attack started half an hour earlier, or had we had
another half-dozen bombs in our possession, we
could have reduced the out-building and compelled
the R.I.C. to surrender, or die fighting in the open,
However, we could, without exaggeration, claim
that we had accomplished what we set out to do,
namely, to reduce to ruins the enemy stronghold
in the town of Kilmallock.

THE OFFICER'S DUTY

The safety, honour and welfare
of your Country comes first,
always and every time. .

The honour, welfqre and comfort
of the men you command
come mext.

Your own edse, comfort and wel-

" fare come last, always and

every time.

(Words inscribed in gold on the dias at
the Military Academy, Dekra Dun.)

NATIONAL
FREEDOM

“Like a divine religion, national freedom bears
the marks of unity, of sanctity, of Catholicity, of
apostolic succession.  Of unity, for it contem-
plates the nation as one; of sanctity, for it is holy 1n
itself and in those who serve it; of Catholicity, for
it embraces all the men and women of the nation;
of apostolic succession, for it, or the aspiration
after it, passes down from generation to generation
from the nation’s fathers. A nation’s fundamental
idea of freedom is not affected by the accidents of
time and circumstance. It does not vary with the
centuries, nor with the comings and goings of men
or empires. The substance of truth does not
change, nor does the substance of freedom.”—
Pidraig Pearse.
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3rd Battn. East Limerick Brigade.
Grange Ambush, Nov. 8th, 1920.

7 )

= P

James oney Bruff Coy. Ballycempion, Bruff.
David Cummins do Ballygrennan, Bruff.
John Moroney do Garda Depot.
Patrick O'Donoghue do (& Grange) Caherguillamore,
Martin Conway Grange Coy. Dead.
Ed. Treacy do Died May, 1935,
Ed., Moloney do Dead
Pat Bourke do Grange
Wm. Bourke do Grange (sentry)
Daniel Sheehan do Dead.
John Guinlan do Dead.
Dl. Burns (Byrnes) do Holy Cross, Kilmallock.
Mle. Hogan do : do
Wm. Hogan do do
John Gavin do do
Matt Houlihan do do
Tim O'Donnell do do
Batt O'Brien do do
John Madden do Grange,
Richard O'Donnell do Pension under 1924 Act.
Wm, Byan do Ballinagoola, Grange.
John Leo do Now Baggotstown
Hugh O'Donnell do Holy Cross
John Leo do Bruff Cc/o J. Butler.
Jas. Greene do Co. Clare,
Pat Doran do Dromin.
Dan Ryan do (see Loughgur).
Pat Dinan do National Army.
Thos . Aherne do Holy Cross.
Ml. O'Dénnell do Grange.(F.S. Army)
Thos. 0'Donnell do Hill House, Grange.
» Thos. 0'Brien do Holy Cross
~ Jim Lynech do Co. Clare.
Henry Wade do Tead.
The above were armed participants.
Grange Ambush Outposts.
Richard O'Donnell Grange Coye. Grange (Hill House)
John Hartigan do Rockbarton
Jos. Hogan do P.0, Holy Cross.
Ml. Madden do Grange. °
John Hayes do Holy Cross (dead)
# Em. Leo do do do
Denis Houlihan do do do
Tim Houliban do do do
Ches . lMcCarthy de Army
Je G. O'Dwyer do Army
The above named took active armed part in that position.
Michael Bourke Grange Coy Holy Cross
J.T. Houlihan do U.S.4.
Thos. Carroll do Loughgur
Pat Coughlan do Bruff
Ml. Daly do Rahin, Holy Cross
Jas. MOloney do Grange
Hes. Ryan do Ballingoola,
Dl. O'Dwyer do Rahin
Patk. Punch do Ballincolloo, Sheerins Cross
Thos. Sheehan do Ballyneety

OQutposts at differents points extending to H@ly Cross to
Grangce to give and receive signals and act as armed Sentries,
arrest and interrogate suspicious persons.

.
.



Grange Ambush (contd.)

Thomas Hourigan Grange Coy Ballyneety
John Hourigan do Ballyneety

The above were armed dispatceh Riders.

Meanus Coy. 3rd Battn.

John Muleahy Meanus Coy. Garda.

Thos. Muleahy do Greybridge Bruff,
John O'Donovan do Glenogra, Bruff.
Pate. MeCarthy do Meanus, Bruff.

The above were directly engsged in the Ambush.

Daniel McCarthy Meanus Coy. Meanus, Bruff

John Mortell do Mortgage.

Jas. Mortell do do

Denis Neville do Pension lQBﬁ Act. DBanogue, Croom.,

The above were engeged in road blocking at a peint
about 1 mile from scent of Ambush.

The East Limerick Column, Mid-Limerick Column and some
men from Mid Limerick also participated.
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3rd Battn. Fast Limerick Brigade. ;;><;f
Grange Ambush, November,1920.

Pardicipants. Loughgur Coye I.R.A.
Peter Stapleton Loughgur Coy. Knockfiernae.
Robert Ryan do Loughgur
Jos. Ryan do do
John Whelan do Garda.
David Marnane do Dead.,
Jas . Marnane do Loughgur,
John Bailey do Dead,
Wm. Hedderman do Loughgur
John Hickey do Afterwards National Armey
¥m., O'Brien do Loughgur.
Andrew 0O'Dea do do
Ml. Daly do Knockderk
Tim Dillon do Grange
Philip Fitzgerald do Meanus
John Hurley do 4
Thos. Sheehan do ?
Dl. Sheehan do ?
Dl. Ryan do (& Grange Coy.) Ballyneety Limerick
Ned Dineen do Bottomstown, Knocklong
Roger Hurley do Patrickswell, Loughgur
Richard O'Brien do Dromin
The above were armed participants.
John O'Donnell Loughgur Coy. Loughgur
Patrick O'Brien do Lickadoon, Ballysheedy
The above two men took amunition and other effects to

scene of Ambush on the morning of “mbush.

Jas., O'Sullivan Loughgur Coy. ?Participated | L%”“jza)

Jas. Moloney do Kilcullane (Mental Hospital)
. fDaetbon
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3rd Balln, East Limerick Bgde.

i)

Caherguillamore ZFEngagement , Deco, 1920,

Ed. Mortell

James Mortell
Denis Mortell
Denis Conway

John Moroney

Rd., Fitzgerald
Denis Fitzgerald
John Fitzgerald
Con O0'Donnell,

Ed. Burke

Michael O'Sullivan
Dr. Ml. O'Briem
James loloney

Jemes Moloney

James Moloney

\{\

yees

S

‘j&

Bruff Coy. Ballygrennan, Bruff,.
do do
do do
do The Sguare, Bruff,
do Garda Depot.
do Convent Road, Bruff,
do Dead.
do Died Jan. 1938,
do Ballincoloo, Bruff,
do Ballycampion, Bruff.
do Newtown, Bruff,
do Dead.
do Meadagh, Bruff.
do UsS.A. (Nat. Army)
do Ballycempion, Bruff,

. :
Signed 4/‘37 VA a.ﬂaivmw;j
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3rd Battn. Fast Limerick Brigade. S’

Ceherguillamore Attack, December, 1980.

Martin Conway
John GQuinlen
Daniel Sheehan
Ed., Moloney
Henry Wade
William fyan
Matthew Houlihan
Dan Ryan

Richard O'Donnell
Tim O'Bonnell
William Bourke
Charles McCarthy
Batt. O'Brien
Pat Punch

Wm. Hogan

Ml. Hogan

Thomas O'Donnell
Patk. O0'Donoghue
John Leo

Dgﬁfg Burns (Byrnes)
Hugh 0'Donnell
Denis Houlihan
Tim Houlihan

J. J. Houlihan
Thos. O'Brien
John Gavin

John Punch

Il. Madden

Pat., Bourke

Ed, O'Brien
Thos. Hourigan
John Hourigan

Pat. Hourigah
J. G. O'Dywer

Grange Coye.
do
do
do
?
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
de
do

Dead,

dead

dead

dead

dead.

Ballingoolo, Grange

Holy Cross

Ballyneety, Limerick

Grange (Hill House)

Holy Cross

Grange

Army

Holy Cross

Gramga Ballinecoloo

New Road, Holy Cross.
do

Grange (Hill House)

do (& Bruff)Baherguillamore.

do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do
do

Baggotstown
Holy Cross
do
Dead
Dead.,
U.SeAs.
Holy Cross
do
Dublin
Grange.
do
Mental Hospital, Limerick.
Ballyneety, limerick
do
do

AI’my "



Caherguillamore centd,

William Leo
Thos. Aherne
Jas. Punch,
Ml. Daly

Rd. 0'Donnell
Ml. O'Donnell

Joseph Hyan
Jacw Fancs

Grange Coy.

do

do
D .

Dead.

Holy Cross

Dublin

Rahin

Pension 1926 Act.
do

Bus Inspectoﬁ.

The above acted as Armed Sentries at some period up

to the arrival of the British Forces - the lst éﬁgae names

were not sent

ries

Signed e
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3rd Bettn. Fast Limerick Brigade.

Caherguillamore Engagement December, 1920.

Loughgur Coye.

Robert Ryan Lough Gur Coy. Lough Gur,

Jos. Ryan do do

John Whelan do Gédrda

David Marnane do Dead

Jas., llarnane do Loughgur

John Bailey do Dead.

Wm. Heddermen do Loughgur.

John Hickey do do

Ml. O'Brien ,do do

Andrew O'Dea do do

Philip Fitzgerald do Meen us, Bruff.

John Hurley do ?

Thos . Brennan do Loughgur.

Thos. Sheehan do do

Ml. Hickey do | do

Ede. Dinneen | do Bottomstown, Knocklong
Jas. Foley do Raleighstown, Knocklong.,
Richard O'Brien do Dromiq, Kilmellock
Thos. Fitzgerald do Kilballyowen, Bruff,
Dl. Sheehan do ?

John O'Riordan do ?

Tim O'Brien do Loughgur.

Tim Dillon do (also Grange) Grange, Kilmalloek
Wme. Fitzgerald do Kilballyowen, Bruff.

o J’/ ;
Y
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3rd Battn. East Limerick Bricade.

Meanus Coy. \éfﬁ/‘

Caherguillemore Engagement December, 1920.

John Mulecahy
Pat McCarthy
John O'Donovan
John Mortell
Thos. Muleahy
Thos . Hogan

Wm. Hogan

John Hogan

Tim Mulecahy
Thos. Muleahy
Wm, Muleshy .
Pat Mulecahy
Yisak Wsansy £
Christy 0'Grady

None of the above

P. J. Costello

Rev, U, Lyons

Meanus Coy. Garda
do Meanus, Bruff.
do Glenogra, Bruff.
do Mortgage, lMeanus
do Greybridge, Bruff.
do Glenogra.
do Ceher, Bruff,
do Glenogra, Bruff,.
do | Meanus
do do
do Dead.
do Meanus, Bruff (and Cork)
do Greybridge Bruff (? U.S.A)
do U.S.A.

were armed.

Signed
Manister Coy. Garrane, Croom,
armed with revolver.
do (unarmed) U.S.A.
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A Chara,

Chuadhas go Condse Luilinighe a@g lorg fiadhnaise mar gheall
ar MCross of the Tree” agus "Mmly -Station® engagements i mf Tuil
azus arls gn tseachtmhain seo ehaithte. Na deoine gur féidir
led fiadhnaise thebhachtach ¢ thabhairt mar gheall ar an zcéad
cheann deirid go bhfuil socruighthe ag an mbérd gen faic a
thebhairt d'acinne a bhi ds comheir na Chirte sgus nilid sésta
eon bheinnt a bheith acec libh feasta. Maidir le Emly is mise
en t-aom duine bed go bhfuil filos fAthe en sgéal sin aige ach

'dé réir desllraimh nfl sibh sésta mé ehreideamhaint. Mar sin

nil le déenamh agem ech isrraidh lorraibh bheith macanta.

T& beirt bhan inoirthear Luimnighe, (1) Mrs Hayes,/’zf‘f7
Kilmellock, & bhi mar Brigade I.0. ar an 2nd Critical date agus
(2) lrs Nen Coffey, (MeGrath), Brigade Qebi. gr en déta céadna,
Il& chuirid iarretas isteach aris dgan do dhithcheell cothrom na
féinne do bhainnt amach déibh. Té sé tuillte =zca, Taim
fein eg isrreidh mo chés d'fhosceilt aris,

Beir buadh 7 beannacht
Is mise, le mees,

(Sighnighthe)séamus 0 Maoil Eéin.
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