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Minute No 60

2nd. November 192Z2.

The Adjutant Genersal,
Portobello Barracks.

K soldier named Byrne was buried in

Glasnevin last week unidentified.

Can you say where this man was killed,
as people By the name of Byrne are

enguiring about their so@? .

s . .

Vi, S

u---é-—fq ---------------- Staff Capt
For Chief of General Staff.




c2/91.

drd Hovember, 22

SUBJECT: - xe Soldier - Byrne Deceased.

To: ‘
Captein Stafford.

The following is a copy of a communicetion which
T have received from the Chief of General Staff:-

A soldier named Byrne was buried in Glasnevin
last week unidentified. Can you say where this man was
killed, as people by the name of Byrne are enquiring about
bheir son".

Please let me have your answer to ggaa.aﬂbvej;afu

G&Pto

POR: ADJUTANT GENERAL.

K/AM,.



c2/91.

4th lovember, 28,

SUBJECT:~ re Soldier - Byrne Decessed.

CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF. |

In reply to your linute lio. 60 of the 2nd inst,
1 submit herewith copy of report received from the Officer
in Charge of Burials in this case.

liajor Genl.

ADJUTANT GENERAL.

Encl.
K /AL,




PORTOBET.T.0 BARRACKS
November 4th 1922

T0 ADJUTANT GENERAL.

RE YOURS. REFERENCE C2/91 - 3rd inst.

e s o i — T - i oo s S o S St St

Z
On October 18th I received from Cork Boat the

Remaing of Volunteer James Byrne , without escort. No Home
address was given <for this min, T made all possible enquiries
and endeavoured to get him identified , but withqut success.

I understand he was killed at Duagh, Co Kerry on October 1l4th

I Hed him buried #n & plot in Glasnevin on Oct 21st.
b

OFFICER L/C Internments.
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30the November bt

Siater Hary P&ﬂﬂ& /7
The Sisters of uh@riﬁy,
lount Ste Anne's,
¥illtowm, CO. EUBLIN¢

Dear Sister Mary Fa&ﬂa

I got Jaur letter this morning with enclosure
from llre Dunne.

: I will have irmediate enquiries made into the
ﬂyrna's cases, Unfortunately his is a rather common name
in the Army and it may be difficult to trace him. However,
I will do my best.

Thanks very sincerely for your good wighes
and kind prayerse

iise le meas mnor,

PeDel have also written to lire Dunne 2nd return you his
letiers



30the Hovember 28

To:
¥re Me Dunne,
Terenure Taundry Coe Ltde,

A Chara,

Sister M, Padua has told me you are interested in
the whereabouts and welfare of JANES BYRNE, who was
wounded in ambush near Abbeyfeale about October Z0th.

I am having an immediate enguiry into his case and
will inform you ani Sister Padua whemn I hear of him.

Would you give me his exact home address, or his
Army number, 8o that he would not get mimed up with any
other man of the name Uyrnee

Mise le reos mor,

IAJOR GENERAL

, ADJUZANT GHUERAL,
AG/BNiR,



30the November

mmandant-General Brennen,
&ﬂgﬁc -y
Zimericke

- 1 have had several enguiries sbout JAIES BYRNE

of the Dublin Cuards, RATHPARINHAM, who was wounded

in an ambush near Abbeyfeale 20the October. Would

‘gn lét me know his present whereabouts and if he
Vele ¢

HAJOR GENERALS
ADJUTANT GEIERAL.

AG/BIIR,

&8



30the llovember 22

Tos:
Director General lledical Services,

(Information Bursau]

Could you let me kmow the present whereabouts
of and also let me have medical report on JAMIS
BYRNE, who wasg wounded in an ambush near ABBEYFEALE
about October 20th,.

MAJOR GENERAL

ADJUTANT GRIERAL.

AG/BHiR, o, \i
! {

!

4

|
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TELEGRAPH ADD. : A L - A
* HUMANITY, DUBLIN.” 0 S Ai S n A h °e1 R eAﬂ n +
__PHONE No. :55‘145
OFFICE OF DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF MEDICAL SERVICES,
88 MERRION SQUARE,
, DUBLIN.
Department ........cemivniniissvreriins
Reference Nolg)gé,/ ........... 11th December 1922.
/
2o = i
Adjutant Genera §
Portobello Barracks .
5 B
3
% 1

Reference your GB./lBQ.‘Q” the 30th of November
re James Byrne.

I have made enquiries et various gtetions about
this men and the attached is the only information I ean

get.

: %’&, 12. BEE 1922 E } ' \

NG, //2? 7

ﬁ// =) Commdt. General.
57*33 Dcputy Dire&foT General Army ledical Service.



C'O-D'Y G! JI. e
| v Limerick.

< | WECT T el g

Your Ref. No.1624,

To - A
The Director General of Medicel Service.

Re Vol. Jas Byrnes

Vol. Jas Byrne was wounded in the Duag h ambush
outside Abbeyfeale when General murphy Wwe s comlng up
 from Kerxy.about the date youvmention. He died of wounds

in Abbeyfeale. Lleutenant Lewson of Abbeyfeale states he
is b@longigg to the Duolln_Gu rds and that he knew him

vefore. ThHe corpse was sent to Dublin and Col. Duggesn A.LL.C.

who accompenied the corpse to Portobello states. it was

e -

e there by Byrne's people who ceme from Bishop St.

%ﬂfg?@f eﬂoulfJes regerding this metter could be made

I remein,
Yours.obediently,

GeoToe Blackall. Lit.—




V. v, WU b
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OFFICE OF ADJUTANT GENERAL

MY REFERENCE NO.

I 02/129

General Headquarters,
PORTOBELLO BARRACKS,

YOUR REFERENCE NO.

Please quote my number and date,

DUBLIN, .. 15th December 19,88

TOs

Qs0%

REBORDS ,

ORGANISATION DEPARITMENT

re Private Jemes Byrme, No. 11797 of the Dublin Guards

The attsched file regarding the sbove man is forwarded
for your perussl snd report.

Can it be stated definitély from your Records whether
this man who was wounded in the Duagh ambush snd subsequently,
-died of his wounds.

P A RN A, Captein
7
for ADJUTANT GENERAL

Enclosure
J/MOK



QUEREY FO&I& .

Z
ame Jjatty beck - %ﬂc&d
& 7

vo_ SPLL.  uan /2

Address MM WM

Dite of Attestation . frod 2 2 ke
pependents M :

Transferzed—to

Owsc of Discharge »
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DAIL EIREANN

(Pa'v.ir'limi_nt Shealadach).

A Chara,

Gheobhair mar aon leis seo ¢6ip de

1]
O1ri¢ AN CHLEIRIGH,
TicH LAIGHEAN,

At CLIATH,

Cieo

Attached please find copy of a

Mise le meas,

T e SR |
== S Rl

e
COLM O MURCHADHA,

Cléireach na Dala.
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CHUN AN AIRE UL CHOSAINT

(To the Minister for Defence)

To ask the Minister for Defence whether he T's ‘awale, that
Volunteer James Byrpe, of the Dublin Guards, was wounded in
an ambush at Dunagh, Kilmorna, Co. Kerry on October 13th,
that the casualty was reported in the "Sunday Independent’
of Qetobgr IBERL and that enquiries were made by this
Volunteer's mother, lirgs Byrne, of 3 Willbrook, RathfarnBam,
Co. Dublin, at Portobello Barracks and Army Medical
Headquarters, Merrion square, during the following week

but failed to elicit any information; whether the

"Sunday Independent of October 22nd reported the' funeral

of this Volunteer from Portobello Barracks, although no
notification of his fate had been sent to his relatived:
whether in answer to further enguiries, Capt, Stafford, the
officer in charge of funerals at rortobello, told the mother
on Konday, October 23rd, that he could not #8y t1 dhe lad
buried was her son and expresged the opinion that the soldier

| buried was either killed-instantly or else had died of blood

polsoning; whether the -same officer on the following day
informed Mrs Byrne's gister-in-law that the boy killed wag
Mrs- Byrne's son and that he had made enguiries in Wathfarnham
and had sent notice to the newspapers that an unidentified
body was lylng in the Barracks in order Lo enable” him to
get into touch with the relatives- statements of which no
corroboration could be obtained in the newspaper offices

or in Rathfarnham: whether subsequently Army Medical
Headquarters undertook to comriunicate with Abbeyfeale

and then notified Wrg. Byrne that the boy who had been
buried was not her son but a native of Kerry: whether upon
enquiry being made at Oricl House, a message was sent

by Mr Frank Fagan that lirs Byrne's son had not been killed

but was in hospital, not so seriously wounded as to require
to be brought to Dublin for an operation; whether enquiries
were also made of Commandant O'Connor at Beggar's Bush
Barracks, who promised to communicate with Mrs Byrne, but
failed to do so; whether lirs Byrne was left without definite
news of her son's death until she recéived on December 14th.
in reply to.an enquiry she had addressed to the Paris Priest,
a letter from Father F, J. Harrington C. C., Dunagh, Kilmorna,
Co. Kerry, stating that her son, was wounded in the abdomen

on October 13th, was removed in a motor ambulance to
Abbeyfeale that might and died half an hour after his arrival
there; ' whether he will ascertain and communicate to Mrs Byrne
the exact facts of her son's death and burial, with an
apology for the treatment hitherto accorded to her, and
whether he will eatablish such machinery of ddentification
and notification ofic@swalties.ad will prevent in=future such
unnecessary sulfferinge®ivas inflioted in this cage. -

-~ Tomds liacEoin,

Jé%» ,4«4644. JZ@VQ)j/:L)/

|
.1
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AREACT COSANTA Department of Defence 1
: : ' & j
In reply please quote by 3 é i
Ref’ A . 'ay | 8 E g :
i
i
BY HAND

5 W,W// w |

Subject: WJ% ng%a/mj/o ﬁy/w

Attached is a copy of a Question which the Minister should
answer in the Dail on le/zﬁ,. next the 50- instant.
. Will you please furnish a draft reply to that Question

at the earliest possible moment.

SR SHRREELSon "

The envelope containing your reply should be addreseed to

Mr. C. B. O'Connor, Commander-in-Chief’s Offiba, marked IMMEDIATE
and delivered by hand. |
&@@Q—/\M\K

’ RUNA IDHE

=g
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CHUN AN AIRE UK CHOSAINT

(To the Minister for Defence)

To ask the Minister for Defende whether he is aware that
Volunteer James Byrne, of the Dublin Guards, was wounded in
an ambush at Dunagh, Kilmorna, (o, kewkpy-on Octeoberelith,
that the casualty was roportea in the "Sunday Independent’
of October 15th. and that enquiries werd made by this
VosseRrteeT 5§ mother, lirs Byrnc of u~u¢ligyook Rathlfornfan,.
Co. Dublin, at Portobello Barracks UJ’Wﬁmﬁmfﬁ
Heaguarters, Merrion Satare , durlnc thn following week
but fadled €6 elicl® any 1niormablon.xWJletner frisic
TSundess IndOpendont” of Octohgkeemmd-—renorted the funeral
of this Volunteer from Portobello Barracks, although no
notifileatian of hlo fate had been sent to hlS relatives:
whether in answer to further enguiries, Capt. Stafford, the
officer in charge oi funerals at Portobello,'told the mother
on Konday, October edpd, that he "eBUENEET nay 1f the 1ad
buried was her son anJ expros 1ed the oplnlon that the soldier
buried was either killed instantly or else had died of blood
poisoning; whether the same officer on the following day
informed Mrs Byrne's gister-in-law that the boy kllled was
Mrs byrne’“ son and th1t he had meade enquiries in Wathfarnham
and had sent notice to the newspapers that an unidentified
body was lying in the Barracks in order to enable him to
get into touch with the relatives- statements of which no
33 rroborati could be obtalned in the newspaper offices
oF in Rafhfernham, whether subsequently Army Medical
Headquarters undertook to comiunicate with Abbeyfleale
and then notified Mrs. Byrne that the boy who had been
v buried was not hex sow but a native of Kerry: whether upon
enquiry belnb made at Oriecl House, 8 megsége ‘was gent
by lir Frank Fagan that lrs Byrne's son had not been killed
but was in hos pltal not so nprlOUSly wounded as to require
to € brought to Dublin for an oooratlon, whether enguiries
werc also made of Commandant 0'Connor at Beggar's Bush
Barracks, who promised to communicate with MNrs Byrne, hut
Tailed to do so; whether iirs Byrne was left without definite
news of her son's death until she received on December léth.
in reply to an engquiry che had addressed to the Paris Prieat,
a letter from PFather P, J. Herrgmedom 6. O, bun“Mh, Kilmorna,
Co. Kerry, stating that her son was wounded in the abdomen
on October 13th. was removed in a motor ambulance to
Abbeyfeale that might and died half an hour after his arrival

’ there; fwhether he will a3p rtain and communicate to Mrs Byrne
-¥ the exact facts of her son's death-and burial, with an

apology for the treatment hitherto accorded to her, and 3
whether he will establish such machinery of 1ﬂentli Lcation

and notification of icasvualties an will ErcwericNin I ture such
unneceggary suffering a8 was Infl1¥etcd” In this coge.-

= Tomds 1 e EOTR, | g

z%,~,4v;%£.-‘2c7031/3)/




MY REFERENCE NO.

OFFICE OF ADJUTANT GENERAL

YOUR REFERENCE NO.

General Headquarters,

PORTOBELLO BARRACKS,

Please quote my number and date.

DUBLIN,.. 19th December, 1928

O

Minister for Defence.

Re. Yours of the 19th inst. in connection
with death of Volunteer James Byrne.

On the 16th October I received from the British
& Irish Steampacket Co. the remwins of Volunteer James
Byrne, supposed to be killed in action «t Duagh, Co Kerry,
on October 14th, I looked up the records, but found we
had several men of the same nume in the Army. I made
exhuustive enquiries to try and ascertain the identity
of this man, but without success. Hundreds of people

. visited the Mortuary for identification purposes, but us

the man had been shot by poisonous or explosive bullets
and was practically beyond recognition (his face was
swollen twice its ordinury size, and was quite hluck)
identification wus quite impossible.

It is mentioned in the question under consider—
ation that Mrs Byrne of Rathfarnham called on me in
connection with the case. Such is not a fact. I have
never seen the ludy; neither have I seen the other lady
referred to.

Noticeg were inserted in the Dublin evening
papers that the remains of a Volunteer Byrne was lying
unidentified at Portobello Barrackse. Files of such
papers can vouch for truth of same.

s

ot e



Re. Volunteer Jumes Byrne, deceased (Contd).

Those remains were buried with full military honours
in the army Plot, Glasnevin Cemetry, on October Rlst. after
be ing removed the previous evening to Rathmines Catholic

Church.

{ | mﬁ " / {
At T GEH G, Capt.
1/C Intermentse
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MILITARY FUNERALS
———-’-—“—— )
Ooy Sergt. O’ Sullivan a.nd 'l‘wo
Yollmteers Laid ta Rest

‘With fuIl mlhtary” honours the mter-
ments took place in the Army Plot | on yes- |
terday of Coy.. Sergt. Sean. O’Sullxvan; of |
‘the . Quartermraster’s - Staff, ' Wellington
,Barracks, late. of 33 Glengaﬂ;ffe Parade,
N.C.R.; Volunfeer Patmck ﬂollms, late of
14 McDoyvell terrace, Mount Brown; andi'

e

Volunteer Jas. Byrne, Dublin Guards
Sergt. Sullivan, who was onl J 16 years of ,

.| age, was brother of Diarmui van, |

who was eentenced to be. hauge dnrmgi

;| the Black and Tan regime, was re-

.} prieved on account of his. exhig_\m. outh.

! gerg‘c Su, livan was accidental kﬂ ed in

T L R A A S i

Corporation St. earl :ly“ 1{emom-
ing while on patrol t{l Solemn q&n
Mass for the Tepose of his § ul was o

up in ;t Joseph’s Church
yesterday rmorning.

The chxef mourners at the funerai
which . ; place subseguently, w T
of Mr. D, O'Sulhv&n (futher) axxd ( ul-
| livan (mother), :

KILLED IN DUNDALK. .

' Voluntesr ‘Collins, ‘who was qged 20 was | v

: accldentally killed in Dundalk .The {
funeral took érlace aft ’E 10 o’¢lock Mass in

James’s St. Church he chief mourners

| were:—Mr. James Colling (father) and Mrs. |

; lling (mother). = ¢ T —

"1 Volunteer Byine, who met his death mk

i | Co. KerTy; ed20years._': J
The funeral procession waa accompamed

by the 1pers band from * r’s Bushj

eraeléy stfeet' h

under ieut. Lawlor, and a ring party™
‘land a guard of honour «undel! Lieut.
1 Wynne.

A body of I. RAg im'med; the
escort, and a number of officers and men
| from Portobello and Wellington' ﬁaﬂacke
also marched in%the proeesswn Mg

Rev. A. Concannon, CF., oﬁcib.ted at
+1 the gravesule' §k ik % ‘
B U S mum

?QAWJ(%/; J

Lo A ot

| gade, was shot dead, and, Velonteer Jmmmy

://
j U onr ™

W Bt s

' NEAR LISTOWEL.

Dablin Guardsman Wonnded bn
Ambu&hem.

(FromA Our{ Special Reprpssntatm.)
Limerick, Satarday,
Sergeant Browne. of the Limerick Bui-

Byrne, Dublin, of the Gusvds Brlgaﬁe, Was
defiously  wounded, iu an ambush ot

w.

o

i

et
X =

| SHARP ElRING,

| positions were taﬁbﬁ
'v'a,l-‘l!d behind the wall at the opposite side.

@a.?h about five miles from Listowel, ai
ilast night,

party of ahbout 15 soldiers in s Cross-

ey, with the armoured car “ Danny Boy.”

was travelling from Tralee to Limerick,

when, in the darkness, they ran into a bar-

 ricade in the village opposite Lyons's pub—

it hchoumo

The cars stopped, and at once a
concentrated fire was opened on the
_ ten occupants of the Cressloy from
the upper winodws of the house and:
from the oppusite side of the road.

! _ vmm ;‘f; arge&
tlrxe'y Hed. One of them ig be!ieveﬂ

,m have been wonnded, The ocoupants of

the tender were lucky that they were not

Tall killed or wounded, *

An officer who ‘was in_a vehicle told me
that the attackers’ rifles were turned “on
them at almost point blank range, amd
with the utmost unexpectedness, from thw
selected positions, The soldiers at oboe
spened fire into ﬂm hfmses, and dis-
mounted. ‘

Sergeant Browne was just getting into
action when he was shot through the head.

With vifle in hand bhe stood up fn
ths lorrey, although the builets were
whizzing about. He was in the act
of jumping out when the fatal
' bullet struck him in the temple and
passed’ out at the other side. He
fell on to the road dead,

THE ARMOURED CAR.

It was his intention to take sonw of thg

| men to the rers of the attackers' position
1in the house, as most of them were con-

cealed thers, Vol. Byrne was hit in the

back, in the lorry.

The armoured oar - wms brought  into
action, but as soon o5 the troops bhegan

Ut fire the atimckers’ retreat began hurs

riedly across the fields, They wers aided

yin their escape by the darkness,

The abtackers, who nembered betwesn
twenty and thir‘ﬂy arrived at the houss

| that - m‘emng, - Tha placs. was  econd
| pied By two women and. an  old  man.
1A hastily ered:ed ba,vncade was ab ones

darknees fell
upger windows

mado on the. \roaél i

'When the firing began the women hecans
hysterwai and were found bv the troops

i m~a,‘back room in’ frightened stats, They J

s,bated they, ha}dfawthmg to do with
a,vér the plal‘z‘e ﬁhﬁk gm,ng, gis
no explanatlon gﬁ% Ifllﬂfe-l,, T

: > Ly L
@ ,éfckandfamutﬁ;ur

o terror.
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#ith refevonce to your memorandum of '&w/f Inetant
forwnrding & oopy of s ‘uveetion whiosh will appesr in the
Tueetion ?W Lor / 7 »b-/7 there ure sttsoh
horeto four wm o & draft of m roply which win be g;ivw

by the Yinister for Defence. :
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Death of Volunteer Byrne.

Question in the Deil by T. Johnson, T.D.

Reply by the Minister for Defence.

” /
/ ; /i
& VG

L -
On the 16th of October the Officer in-Charge—ef
Casaaities-ant—Internments—at-GoHeQs received from the British
& Irish Steam Packet Co. the remains of Volunteer James Byrne,
supposed to be killed in action at Duagh, Co. Kerry on October
14th. The records were looked up, and it was found that there
were several Volunteers of the same name, and many of them on
duty in Kerry. Exhaustive inquiries were made to try an
ascertain the identity of this man, but without suooess.ﬁ&ﬂ
large number of people vigited the Mortuery for identification
purposes, but as the man -hed been killed by poisonous or explos-—
) h¥e- bul&ets% ‘he. was beyond recognltionj Adentification was :
¢h@wefére,&mp0831ble.

g ﬁlSifu ested thet Mrs Byrne, of Rathfarnham, called
on ficer at Portobello. That is not a fact.
Theﬂiaﬁer men anficer says he hag never Seen the lady mentioned.
_/Totices wgTe inserted in the Dublin evening papers that the re=_

mains of /Volunteer Byrne were 1y1ng unidentified in Portobello
aBarracks.)»The remeins were kept in the Mortuary until October

21st, when they were buried in the Army plot at Glasnevin with /

full WMilitary honours. i £

4

It is much regretted that the relatives of any of our ,’4
soldiers, who fall in the service of their countyy, should be i
caused any pein in connection with their deaths, and everything |
possible is done to deal with the question of casualties from
this paint of view in a humane and sympathetlc manner, and it .
is regretted that in this instance the remains could not be
1dent1fled. :




Death of Volunteeréﬁyrne.

Question in the Dsil by T. Johnson, T.D.

Reply by the Minister for Defence.

‘ On the 16th of October the Officer in Charge of
Casualties and Internments at G.HeQs Treceived from the British
& Irish Steam Packet Co. the remains of Volunteer James Byrne,
supposed to be killed in action at Duagh, Co. Kerry on October
1l4th. The records were looked up, and it was found that there
were several Volunteers of the same name, and many of them on
duty in Kerry. Exhaustive inquiries were made to try and
ascertain the identity of this man, but without success. A
large number of people visited the Mortuary for identification
purposes, but as the man had been killed by poisonous or explos-
ive bullets, he was beyond recognition. Identification was
therefore impossible, : ‘ ‘

It is suggested that lirs Byrne, of Rathfarnham, called
on the Internments Officer at Portobello, That is not a fact.
The Internments Officer says he has never seen the lady mentioned.
Notices were inserted in the Dublin evening papers that the re-
meins of Volunteer Byrne were lying unidentified in Portobello
Barracks. The remains were kept in the lortuary until October
21st, when they were buried in tlie Army plot at Glasnevin with
full Military honours. = P ;

: It is much regretted that the relatives of any of our
soldiers, who fall in the service of their country, should be
caused any pain in ‘connection with their deaths, and everything
possible is done to deal with the question of casualties from
this point of view in a humene and sympathetic manner, and it
is regretted that in this instance the remains could not be
identified.,
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21st December, 28.

SUBJECGT:~ PRIVATE JAMES BYRKE. N0.11797
DUBLIN GUARDS.

TO:
M. DUNHE, ESQ.,
TERENURE LAUNDRY, LID.

I have made enquiries regarﬁin% the wounding
of this man and have been informed that this soldier
cannot be traced as having been in an ‘ambush, of having
died. Enguiries, however, are being instituted, the
result of which shall be communicated to you later.

CART.

for: ADJUTANT GENERAL.

K/$0'D. s



OGLAIGH NA H-EIREANN.
OFFICE OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,
General Headquarters,

Dublin.

| Any reply to this letter should be
T Tepssed  to  Military Secretary,
C. rander-in-Chief and this

refer. ce quoted. _
A/T776.
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2lst. Decer h(‘;l' 9::0
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OFFICE OF COMIANDER-IN-CHILF,

L/7776.

2lst. December, 1922.

Me

URGENT.

Do'n:

Ard Chongsntoir.

A Chara,

I am in the position that it is necessary for me to

write to lirs. Byrne in this matter and before doing so:

(1)« I want to know whether I am in a position to tell this
particular woman that we are now satisfied that the boy who was
killed and buried was her son, and,
(2)e Whether the statement about her being sent from one
person to another is corrmt‘and whether any suigahie expression
of apology is due from me that she should have been inadvertedly
etc. treated in this way.

The matter is ome that I should like to deal with
immediately.

I should also like to be in & position to give her a
statement of the circumstances in which her son was killed.

7\ Beir Beannacht,

i

T A
(?f>l&1ﬁk/v 3 GENIRAL .

HMOR »



Oslais na  h-Gipeann.
OFFICE OF ADJUTANT GENERAL,
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS,
PORTOBELLO BARRACKS,
DUBLIN.

Department. .. o
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Ozlaiy na  h-@peann.
OFFICE OF ADJUTANT GENERAL,
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS,
PORTOBELLO BARRACKS,

A DUBLIN.
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19th December, 28

Kinister for Defence.

On the 16th October I received from the British
& Irish Steampackei Co. the remains of Volunleer James
Byrne, supposed to be killed in action at Duagh, Co Kerry,
on Octobar l4th, I looked up the records, but found we
had several men of the same name in the Army. I made
exhaustive enquiries to try and ascertain the identity
of this man, but without success., Hundreds of people
visited the xﬁrtuﬂmy for identification purposes, but as
the man had been shot by poisonous or explosive bullets
and was practically beyond recognition (his face was
swollen twice ils ordinar- size, and was quite blauk)
identification was quite impossible. e

T
It is mentioned in the question under @@nﬂiﬂerms“
ation that Mrs Byrne of Rathfarnham called on me in
connection with the case. Such is not a fact. I have
never seen the lady; nelther hava I seen the other 1&¢y
referred to.

’ ﬂutiaes were inserted in the Dublin evening
papers that the remains of a Volunteer Byrne was lying
unidentifiad at Portobelleo Barracks. Files of such
papers can vouch for truth of same.



Those remains were buried with full militery honours
in the Army Plot, Glasnevin Cemeiry, on October 2lst. after
being removed the previous evening to Rathmines Catholic
Churche

Capte

1/C Interments.



MY REFERENCE NO.

€2/129

OFFICE OF ADJUTANT GENERAL

YOUR REFERENCE NO.

A/Tm6

General Headquarters,
PORTOBELLO BARRACKS,

Please quote my number and date.

Tos

Ty
” iy,

‘“fﬁiﬁi%f@ﬁgmq, 27adh Ui na Nodlag,22
I\

rRIT :
)

!

Commander-in-Chief.

Re:- VOLUNTEER B¥RNE - Deceased.

In reply to your A/7776 of the 2lst. inst. I beg
to submit the following facts:-

(1) There is no proof whatever that Byrne was

the son of Mrs, Byrne of Rathfarnham;

(2) Regarding the statement about lirs. Byrne being

sent from one person to another I have made
enquiries, but have failed to elicit any infor-
mation as regards this,

(3) I have not yet received a report from Kerry re-

K/BNiR,

garding the eircumstances in which Byrne was
killed, but hope to be able to let you have same
in the course of a couple of days,

{azﬂ?7h0417£hp4é9mmm.MWMML.

DEPUTY ADJUTANT GENERAL,

il M



c2/129

27adh i na Nodlag 22

Tos
Ad jutant,
Kerry Command.

Re:=- VOLUNTEER BYRNE - Deceased.

With reference to a Volunteer named Byrne who was
xilled at Duvagh, Co. Xerry, on October l4th, and whose
remains were forwarded to Dublin for interment, I shall
be glad to hear from you the cireumstances in vaich he
met his death,

CAPTAIN

for ADJUTANT GENSRAL.

X/BHiRe



Oglaigh na b=Eircann.

" ADJUTANT’S DEPARTMENT,

nd R R \ FIELD® CENER AL SHE ABD GRENERS,

3.1574 :
o KERRY COMMAND,

Your Reference No. ‘

Please quote my number and date.

TRALEE,. . Jamaaxy ard, 19234..,

To <. 3 vn NG
Adjutant General, :

Portobello Barracks,

DUBLIN,.

Re Volunteer Byrne - Deceaced.

In reply to yours of 27th ultimo, re above, Volunteer
Byrne was one of an escort accompanying General lurphy
and other Officers from Tralee to Limerick. Fire was
obened on the party from behind & stone hedge at a range of
about 3 yards and Volunteer Byrne was shot dead in the

first volley.

Z{’ ' Case-.
oy ZQl/:auaé%n. Cemmdt., ,

?ﬂ, COMMAND ADJUTANT.
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MY REFERENCE NO. 02/129 e

YOUR REFERENCE NO. A/'? 776,

Please quote my number and date.

o ud “/ﬁf
PN
209 2V

OFFICE OF ADJUTANT GENERAL

General Headquarters,
PORTOBELLO BARRACKS,

pusLiy,. 58dh Mi Zanair,

COMMANDER-in-CHIEF.

re Volunteer Byrne - Deceased.

Purther to my C2/129 of the 27th ulto., I am now
informed that VOLUNTEER BYRNE was one of an escort accompany-
ing COMMANDANT GENERAL MURPHY and other Officers from
TRALEE to LIMERICK, and on the way fire was opened on the
party from behind & stone hedge, at a range of about three
yards, and that VOLUNTEER BYRNI was shot dead in the first

volley.

K/B.

e,

gagcvu,amgztﬁf9if:m111,_h4@3jor-General.(

ADJUTANT GENERAL.




M.P.W.—Wt. 2650.—10,000—11/°22.

DAL éirednn,

AIREAGT GOSANTA ' Department of Derfence

In reply please quote
nef. &. 7776 8th January, 1923

i

T0: Adjutant General.

Volunteer Byrne, Deceased

With reference to your minutes No. C.2/189 of
the 27th ultimo and 6th instent, the Minieter would be glad
if you can now state definitely whether Vol. Byrne wag
or was not a gon of lMre. Byrne of Rathfarnham, and if you
will kindly return my file No. A.7776 which wae sent to

you on the 21st ultimo.

/ :
IR . .
G B J& | TPy

S5 RECEIVED

/; \\
q& ‘\tﬁ\ ‘} ‘
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c2/129.

9th January, 23.

Subject:- Volunteer Byrne, Deceased.

Tos
Captain Stafford.

I enclose you my complete file in this case.
You will note the letter which I have to-day received
from the lMinistor for Defence.

I should be glad to hear from you if you have
received ny further report from anyone from which we ,
could state whether Volunteer Byrnme was oxr was not & son
of lirs Byrne, of Rathfarnham. Please xmrxm return file
immediately.

C&pt ™

FOR: ADJUTANT GENERAL.

nel.



MP.Y Wt 2662—10,000—11/722.

OFFICE OF ADJUTANT GENERAL,

General Headquarters,
b Cc2/129., PORTOBELLO BARRACKS,

Please quote my number and date.

MY REFERENCE NO.

........................................................

POeseeeess ADJUTANT GENERAL.

Subject: Re Volunteer Byrne - Dececsed.

In reply to yours of the 9th instant, under above
number, I have no further information in this case,
and am, therefore, not in & position to say whether or
not the deceased was a son of the lady mentioned in
your communication.,

/V‘Q %g 7(0 Qta/é/)SM/ Gaptain.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE INTERMENTS.

8/ K,



M.P.W.—Wt. 27°—10,000—11/°22.

OFFICE OF ADJUTANT GENERAL,

General Headquarters,
PORTOBELLO BARRACKS,
15adh Mi Bensir mBS

MY REFERENCE NO. e 2/1 29

YOUR REFERENCE NO.

Please quote my number and date.

Tos
Officer in charge Records.

Re:- Volunteer Byrne, Deceased.

I enclose you my file in connection with this case
which you will return when perused. The case is rather
complicated in a8 much as we are not aware what particular
Byrne is dead. Will you please look up the records and
let me know what Byrne is really dead.

el ..

for ADJU@&%E GENERAL.

Encl.

C/BNiR,

-
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Ref.No: 02/129. OFFICE OF ADJUTANT GENERAL

Records Office,
General Headquarters,
Portobello Barracks,
Dubli;ﬂo

V16th Janua ry 1923.

P SRt

CAPTAIN COLGAN,

-

RE: VOLUNTEER JAMES BYRNE - DECEASED.

With reference to attached file concerning the
above-mentioned subject, as the Army Census was not taken
until the 21st November 1922, VOLUNTEER JAMES BYRNE'S name
would not appear, 28 he was killed sometime in October,

T am unable te find any trace of him on records
existing before the 2l1st November 1982, and do not appear
to have been notified of the Death,by CAPTAIN STAFFORD at
any time.

A/%' /Z%é;:;// Captain

JL/MG. ' MJ%MT GENERAL .
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M.P.W.—Wt, 2662—10,000—11/°22. .

MY REFERENCE NO.

- OFFICE OF ADJUTANT GENERAL,

YOUR REFERENCE NO.

ce/ie9,

General Headquarters,

PORTOBELLO BARRACKS,

Please quote my number and date.

DUBLIN,......... z.oth...Ja,ﬂmw., .......... 1923,

Subject:~ Volunteer Byrne Deceased.

Tos
Minister for Defence,

Further to mine of the 10th inst, I enclose
you your file in this case, and I must again state that
I am not in a position to say definitely if Byrne
deceased was or was not a son of lMrs Byrne, of Rathfarn~
ham,.

B
i
= s W Captain

For: ADJUTANT GENERAL.

Encl,

K/AlM,

Sestutiadl

~——i
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