MILITARY SERVICE PENSIONS
COLLECTION

MA/MSPC/RO/423

4™ NORTHERN
DIVISION
GHQ

MILITARY ARCHIVES
IRELAND






LeAaTAn mioncuairisce. m.s.c.

(T e PR e e
VENO:

A meeting is to be held on the 15th August
relative to applications from the 4th Northern
Division (I.R.A.) when claims to the various

ranks will be discussed.
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whose work lay in Strong Natiomal Districts.
| T.R.A. in some pa

?m@niﬂ like %o bring the following points to the notice of the
me Board 1=

ig framed, certainly favours Velunteers
This Pensions Act, as it ’ B o T
rts of the North had as dangerous and as
olding steadfast in his distriet surrounded
by armed Specials on all sides, as members of flying columns in
the most active parts of the South. In many cases companies
numbered about a dozen men scattered amongst a hostile population
armed to the teeth, and out every day and night patrolling. In
faet many members of the I.R.A. were almost in the same position
as gpies in a foreisn land during war. I can only speak for the
4th Nthn. Divisior with which I was connected, though other areas
in the North worked under similar conditions. The area under
control of this division comprised the Northern half of Co. Louth
21l Co. Armszh and South and "est Down. During the Civil Var

difficult a task in h

“Sowith Loutk, Monaghan, North l‘eath, and most of Cavan were added.

The iat Brigade had four Battalions, three of which operated in
areas which were republican; but the 4th Battn. (Newtownhamilton)
had mostly a hostile area in which it was more difficult to work.
There were three Battalions in the 2nd Brigade operating in Co.
Town, Newry and Kilkeel Rattns, had mixed areas, but Banbridge
Rattn. had a very hostile area. There were three RBattalions

in the 3rd Brigade, and all three had fairly hostile populations
to deal with, but especially the Blackwatertown Battn. under
Comdt. NeGlennon. The conditions under which I.R.A. had to work
in these digtriets was not to be compared with areas in the South
ané "est, where the ma jority of the people were Republican.

" Apart from Orangemen, we had to deal with Hiberniana, who were

2.

fairly strong in the North. They were considered as hostile
during both phases of the War for Independence. I would also

like to remind you that the pogram was not started in Belfast,

nor in Derry, but in the Banbridge Battn. Area. A house bhelonging
to & man called Smith near Ballyroney was the first to be burned,
[ §%§&§QQOE'G!QB the Battn., 0/C. (Seamms )onaghan) was forced
$o0 firé on a howling mobh in defence of his home in the town of
Banbridge. The difficulties of carrying out Vilitary operations
agninst British Forces should be taken into account when dealing
with elaims from these areas. Sean MeCoy can verify any statement
as to the conditions obtaining in the ten Battalion areas of the

4th Northern Division.

Vy second point is the state of engineering in this Division. 1In
this area we were faced with s big shortage of rifles and had to
fall back on other methods of warfare. #&n example is the capture
of Dundalk Vilitary Barracks. In this engagement the Ingineers
were the chief factor. Every Volunteer in the 4th Nthn. Division
was trained ag a potential engineer on orders issued by Comdt.
General Alken. UIEngineering was more than a special service - it
was out mainstay, and without it our Division would not have been
as effective as 1t was.

3gd. Ysolgeachlainn O Cuinn.




"Rocklands",
Carlingford,

April 5th 1935.
A Chara,

In reply to your letter of the 29th
of Mareh, 1935, enclosed are lists of names of
members of Cooley Coy. I.R.A. on the
1lth July, 1921, and 1lst July, 1922, they are as

nearly correct as I could possibly make
them,

Mise, le meas,

PETER THORNTON,

To

The Seeretary,

Office of the Referee,
Griffith Barracks,
South Circular Road,
Dublin,



COPY,

COOLEY COY, I.R.A.
11th July, 1921,
James Boyle, Captain (deceased) Muchgrange, Greenore.

Peter Thornton, lst Lieut. "Roeklands", Carlingford,

Thomas Myers 2nd Lieut. (deceased) Crosslaney, Carlingford.

James Murphy, Greenore. :

Michael Ferguson (Interned) Castletowngooley, Riverstown, Dundalk.
Patrick Smith, Castletowncooley, Riverstown, Dundalk,

James O'Hanlon, » . %

Patrick O'Hanlon # "

Peter Barry, Glenmore
Charles Barry o
John Murphy, Bush,
Matthew Woods " ; .
Stephen Rafferty, Mullahatina, Carlingford.
Michael Rogan, Monksland, -
Joseph Rogan, »

22332
2233

L]

Patrick Larkin, Irishgrange, -
Patrick Boyle, » "
Michael Boyle, Amegica.

James Boyle

Thomas Long, Irishgrange, Carlingford.

Patrick McGuinness, Ghan Road, "

Patriek Eccleston, Mountain Park, Carlingford.
Charles Delaney, Newry Street, "

James Larkin, Newry Street, Carlingford.
Petrick Savage, " i

Michael Murphy, Castlehill, "

Patrieck Boyle, Mullatee, ud

Bernard Murechin, Muchgrange, Greenore,

William Cunnin%ham, (Interned) Muchgrange, Greenore.
Patrick Rafferty, - -
Hugh Magee, Millgrange, Greenore,

Edward Johnston, " - e

Patrick Shiels i -

Thomas Murphy, America,

Bernard Fearon (Civie Guard Barracks) Westport,
John Rafferty (deceased)

Hugh O'Hanlon, Civie Guard address unknown,
Robert O'Hanlon, Whitestown, Greenore.

Hugh Rafferty, England.,

James Rafferty, Ballagan, Greenore,

Bernard Dullaghan, " -

Patrick Trainor, % y

Michael Trainor . "

dohn Murphy, America.

John MeShane, Euston Street, Greenore.

John McParland "
Hugh Clarke, "
Michsel Carron -
James Clarke, America.

Edward O'Meara, Great Northern Railway,Works, Dundalk.
William Sharkey, Civie Guard address unknown,

Patrick MeCunnan, Killeurry, Dundalk,

Barnard Carkey, Monksland, Carlingford,

Michael O'Hanlon, Castletowneooley, Riverstown, Dundalk.
James White, » " .
Michael MeGuiney, Piedmount, Riverstown, "
Thomas Oliver, -

Joseph Crilly, England,



Knoekbridge,
Dundalk,

5/5/35.
A Chara,

The following is a 1list of I.R.A, on the 1llth July, 1921 of
Louth Knockbridge Coy.:=-

Joe McKenna, Knockbridge, Dundalk.

Tom McElroy, Rossmekee,

James Gaughran, Dunmahon, -

Antony Donnelly, Claremount, "

Pat McArdle, Knockbridge, »

John Belton, Sea Field, Blackrock, Dundalk.
James Byrne, Dunbin,

Pat Byrne, ﬁarrickmullen, Knockbridge, Dundalk.
J. Murphy, Dublin.

John McGuire, Knockbridge, Dundalk,

J. Garland.

P, Cassidy. U.S.A,

J. Smyth.

Frank Conlon, Dead.

Tom Lanney, Knockabbey, Louth ;
Pat WMurtagh,

Pat McCormack, Mullacrew, " In Jail,
Michael McArdle, -

Gerald McArdle, .

Jas. Sweeney, Hills of Louth, Louth.

M. Mathews, Hoarstown,

Hugh McShane.

Jas. McHugh, Drumgoolin, -
Tom MeDonnell, Corderry, "
C. Mullin, "

B. Kirk, Little Ash, Knockbridge.

Mat Conlon, Artoney, Louth, In Jail.
Pat McDonnell, In Guards,

Tom Rogers. 5

B, Connolly. -

.Jas. McCartney.

Pat Caragher, Dromiskin,

'P. Byrne,

G. connolly, Louth,



' fooPRPY
Ryt "ilton House,
Stapleton Place,
Dundalk.
6th Novr. 19385
A Chara,

On going through some old papers I came
across the enclosed which it interesting from the
point of view of the strength of the Fianna in
Dundalk and on which you. required information some
time ago.

These papers formed part of an Intelligence
file which came -into my possession on the re-capture
of the Military Bks. Dundalk, by the I.R.A. forces
in August 1922. ’

ie meas,

Sgd. Seaghan Gormley



¢ vay 1936

¥r. Je VecCoy.

P

There are no satisfactory records of the former '
Divisional Staff of the 4th Northerr Division, Il.R.A.
Perhaps you would be good enough to furnish particulars
of the Divisional Staff of that Division for both

critical dates.
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NAME, PRESENT ADDRESS, RARK, ADDITIONAL REMARKS,
White, Michael, of Dublin Rd., Haggaréstcwp, 0.C. jﬁth'June, 1921 to 30th June, 1922,
(Dead. ) é?l?éfugizfon Anz. 8%, old ‘ Arrested August 1922,
MeCabe, Owen 12, MacSweeney St., Dundalk. 1st. Arrested August, 1922,
: - Lieut, : :
McGeough, Micholas Chapel Street, Dundalk, 0.C. of 12th July, 1921, to date of arrest August, 1922,
Transgort
Hardy, Nicholas Dublin Rd., Haggardstown, érivate to 30th September, 1923,
?hite Patrick Dublin Rd., Haggardstown, Private to date of Arrest August, 1922,
Dead). :
Brennan, John Cockle Hill, Blackroek, Private to arrest September, 1922,

Dundalk,

.

JOSEPH MARY COTTER,

2nd April, 1935.
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" The 4th Northern Division was organised as a Division in Marchas i

1921. The staff appointed then Wes as follows:i- i 3
0/C. : . F. Alken
Adjt. John licCoy
e lile Sean gulinn.

John McCoy was wounded and captured by Crown Forces on kdrd
April, 1921. ‘He was replaced by Seamus lionaghan as Divisional
Aajutante. )

The Divisional Staff on 11th July, 1921 was as followss=-

0/C. Frank Aiken 4 .
Adjb. Seamus Monaghan *
Qollo Sean Quinn

Engr. Sean McGauran

Treining fi Tom MePolin

There were changes made in the Divisional Staff in mid-Jany. -
1922, as-follows:- - : : 1

-

0/C. Frank iiken ?
Adjt. John MeCoy it 3
wWells 4 Thomas Rodgers

Engrs. Seamus Goodfellow

Chemist A Sean licGauran

Training s Thomas McPolin |
Transport PeterBogde. : k|

Wichael O'Hanlonm Wwas appointed Divisional I.0. some time about &pril,
1925‘4. 1 * N

The~staff on lst Julys 1922 was as followssi-

B R s St

) e - 0/C. , Frank Aiken
f e B ; John lcCoy .
4 Gelle Padraig guinn i
140, . - Michael 0'Hanlon
Engrs. Eiver lionaghan
Chemist '~ TWed,Fitzpatrick
Training : 4. O'Hare
Iransport Peter BRoyle
Signels : c> Jerry Tippings
- Med. Services . Dr. James licKee

Thomas Rodgers, Div. Q.ll. broke his leg when returning teo - . :
Dundalk from an operatiom in the Six Counties in March, 1922. He was
replaced by Padraig guinn as Dive Qe . ,

Seamus Goodfellow and Sean McGauran went off the Div. Staff
after the Army Spdlit in March, 192, and were greplaeed by Eiver
lonaghan and Ned FitZpatricks . Thomas-ickolin went o the 2nd Brigade
and was replaced by Andy O'Hare. el

all /

UpTe sbhe outbreak of the Givil War, (28th Juned,the Division,
with the“exception(of two Battalionsyof the first Brigade, had been
recognising ‘the 01d “G.H.qs - Beggars Bush HvQ. The 1lst and Znd v
Battalions, First Brigade, gave allegiance to the Four Cuurts ‘
Executive from about April, 1922, When the Civil War broke out the .
Division as a whole decided not to. take part in the War but to work
tor a truce so that negotiations could proceed which, it was hoped,
- should lead to a settlement. : i




I proceeded to Dublin on 6th July, 1922, on al peace mission
and appealed to the pro-Treaty leaders to call a trueesand summon
the DEil to discuss terms for unity. I went from Dublin to
Limerick and interviewed Liam Lynch and other Republican leaders.

I met with little success. On my return to Dublin on 14th’ July,
1922, I got a request from Richard lMulcahy for myselr and the other
members of my staff to meet him in conference at Portobello Bks.

on the next day, Saturday 15th July. This conference took place.
The whole gituation was discussed, especially our attitude to

Mr. Mulecahy's H.g. from the outbreak of the Civil War. This meeting
did not disclose much grounds for hopes ‘of a settlement of the war.
The talk was adjourned-on the understanding that I would put in
writing our peace proposals for submission to Mr. Griffith and lir.
Collins. : :

On the night of the 15/16th July the then Col-Comdt. Dan
Hogan, O/C. 5th Northern Division, took possession of the town of
Dundalk, including the lilitary Barracks. There was no resistance
oirered at the Military Barracks - Divisional H.ge 1 was made a
prisoner, together with all my officers and men, in the Barracks.
On Sunday 1l6th July, I asked for and obtained permission to go,
on parovle, to Dublin to see Mr. Mulcahy re the invasion of our
Divisional area. Mr. Mulcahy informed me that he knew nothing of
the intended invasion: He refused to order the withdrawal of 5th
Northern troops from Dundalk or to respect our neutrality any
longers . I returned to Dundalk and later went into Dundalk Gaol
as a prisoner to join my officers and men who were prisoners there.
I remained in Dundalk Prison until the morning or the z7th July
when John Me€oy.in charge of a party of our men attacked the prison
and rescued myself and over 100 other prisoners who were detained
- therae. - ; ; !

» ‘~ _On 23rd July John licCoy as acting Div. 0/C. calleda a meeting {

of all avallable senlor officers, sepresenting the whole Division ]
as it existed prior to aArmy Split, to consider the situation caused
by attack on Dunddik on 1l6th July. It was decldea at the meeting
to depart from the neutral attitude towards the Civil Viar and to
teke military offensive action against the Treaty Iaces. Th
was also agreed that because of our previous neutral attitude from
the start of the Civil VWer, that the Treaty Forces H.g. get forty
eight hours' notice of the Division's change of attitude towards
_them before active military operations should start. A Divisional
Stair was also appointed to take charge of the Divisional armed
rorces. The 48 hours notice referred to above was given and had
elapsed before the prison was attacked on the 27th July.

On the 27th July, after the attack on the prison and my
escape therefrom, I found thet John McCoy and two of the Divisional
Otrricersiwhe escaped from the prison with me, had been captured.

After @7th July.I had to fill the vaecencies caused by the
capture of John McCoy and Andy O%Haré, Div. Staff Orricers.

. Ijadsewfelt it pecessary to inform pro-Treaty Arpfy Heg. through
Peteringhess “ls Depthat I had@@ecided Togat i@tk thHalr Forces in
Dundalk. Mywfirst ectivity in the Civil Warsapert from the escape
igog Dundalk Jall was the attack on Dundalk town on 1l4th August,

\ e e - : )




his Advisors to the following important points in connection with

I should like to draw the attention of the Referee and

the second- critical date for officers and men in the units;-

Ao

B.

The lst and 2nd Battns. lst Brigade, and lst Brigade Staff
took thelr orders Irom Pour Courts Hxecutive irom end of
March, 1922.

The rest of Division < 3rd and 4th. Battallons of the 1lst
Brigade, 2nd Brigade, 3rd Brigade, and Divisional Staff

(as shown on lst July 1922) took orders from the 0ld G.Hiy.,
Beggars Bush, up to the outbreak of the Civil War on 2Z28th
June, 1922, '

The whole Division as already stated declared a neutral
attitude in the Civil VWar-from its commencement up to the
léth July 1922. The 1lst Brigade staff and lst ana Znd
Battalions, lst Brigade, resisted the attack on Dundalk
by Col-Comdt. D. Hogan on the 16th July. The rest oi the

"Division with Divn. Staff did not resist D. Hogan's invasion

but maintained & neutral atititudes

The officers and men not captured in Dundalk Military

k8. on 16th July from the units gilving allegiance to the
Diva. 8aTlf at the outbreak of the @Ivil War, took no parst
in the €ivid War until 27th July 1982.

The officers and men from the 4th Northern Divisionm with
me in Pumdalik Prison from 1l6th to R27Fh July 1922 had neo

"~activity in the Civil War until the 14th August 19z,

'~ All operations _agsinst the Crown Forces din Northern
Ireland were called ofi from the outbreak of the Civil War.
on the 28th June, 19z2, and were not resumed for at least
2 months ° : .
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FOURTH NORTHERN DIVISION

DIVISIONAL STAFF AT VARIOUS DATES.

11th July 1921

isf July 1922

Steff appointed
on 23.7«22.

14th Aug. 1922

Officer Commanding

Adjutant

guartermaster
Intelligence Officer
Engineer |

- Chemist

Training

Transport

Signals
Organisation‘

Med. Services

Frank Alken

(John McCoy (in military .

custody) .
(Seamus Monaghan

Sean Quinn
Seamus Monaghan'
Sean licGauran

Thomas HMecPolin

Frank Alken

John McCoy

gThomas Rodgers (in hosp.)
Padpacy Guima

Michael 0'Hanlon

@iver Moﬁég&an

ged. Fitzpatrick

Andy v'Hare ;'

Peter Boyle.

Jerry Tipping‘

Jerry Davis'

ur.‘J§me§ McKee

I

John lcCoy

Sean Gormley

Thos. Rodgers
Yatk. Lavery
Eiver lionaghan
Ned Fitzpatrick
Thos, McPolin
Jerry Tipping

Dr. James licKee

Frank Aiken &

Ml. O'Hanlon %

Paddy quinn &

E. lonaghan

N. Fitzpatrick
Jerry Devis
Peter Boyle
Jerry Tipping
Sean_Gormley

Dr. James McKee

g
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11th July 1921,

Officer Commanding

nt

*
¥
(®7)
€
(o
ct
]
o

Quartermaster

Organisation

Med, Services

Frank Aiken

John McCoy (in military
custody)

Seamus Monaghan

Sean Quinn

. Seamus Monaghan

Sean McGauran

Thomas MePolin




4 COPY.
' £
LURGAN BATTALION ATTACHFD TO NEWRY BRIGADE.
next 4th Battn. 2nd Brigade 4th Nthn. Diwvn.
then 3rd Battn. 3rd Brigade 4th Nthn. Divn.
officers:- Richard Duffy, Comdt. 1920 until about Aug,IQEO.
: Me Vurney VyCndt.
* B, YeCann Ad jt. until arrest about Meh 1921.
H. MeShane Q.M. do.
M. Murney Comdt, frowu Auge. '20 until arrest
about March 1921.
Sean MeConville Comdte from Feby. 1921 until 1922; :
then acted in that position f
- and also as Bde, Vice Comdt.
‘ /
Joseph Lynch, ) /
Dan Hendron & ) Acted during short periods of /
Chas. Magee ) 1921 & 1922 as Vice-Comdts. /
J.J. Murray Adjt. from April 1921 till 1922.
J.P. Kearns Qe M. doe )’
COMPANY STRENGTHS: Jaly '21, 1922, |
As Coy. TLurgan 40 50
Be Coye Aghagallon 18 ; J24
Cs CoOye Derrymacash 20 38
De Coyo Derrytrasna 20 30
Es Coye Haghcry - 30 44
r, éoy.- Portadown 11 24
Vullavilly Outpost from
above ses = 7
Gs COyoe Clonmore & ‘
Annaghmore 14 - Transferred to Blackwatertown
Battalion.
H. Coy. Lurgan
(North S8t.) - 70 New Coy. formed 1921.
Gs COYe ¥illtown - 35 do. do. 1921,
157 ’ 322
Battalion Staff LS 8

161l 330,



2

Lurgan Company was originally formed in 1918 (early) and was
attached to Armagh. It was originally formed by Rev. J.J. Lennon
and Seamus Garrett and was re-orgsnised under S. O'Reilly, Armagh,
in 1919.

OFFICERS:

Iurgan Captains Se Garrett 1918
Jos. Burke 1919
Id. Matthews 1919 until May 1920,
Richard Duffy 1920 until promoted Bn. 0/C.

Jos. Maguire July 1920 until March 1921.
Jos. Lynch Mayeh 1921 until

Ve Casey ¥zxxek 1921 until 1922,

P, Thornbury 1922 until arrest 1923,

Derrymacash Company formed 1919

Captain Jag, VcHeown until Dee, 1921.
M. MeCarron . from Decs 1921.
Derrytrasna -
Dan Hendron 1919 until 1921, Promoted
Bnes Vice Comdt,
Jasg. lMcGeown 1921 until finish.
Aghagallon - Chas. lagee 1919 onwards.
Vaghery - John Donnelly = 1917
P. YeAlinden 19218 to 1920
Frank O'Donnell 1920 onwards.
Portadown - Je MeAneny 1920 do.
Annaghmore & = J
Clonmore = John Mullen 1919 to 1920.
P. 0'Neill 1920 to 1921
i Jas. l'eKeown 1921 onwards
Milltown - John VMeKavanagh 1921 do.

Lurgen, North St. . Aloysius Haughey 1921 do.




A o GOPY.

H1f Ee er

, June 9. I.RsAs Parade and Fiamma at Proclaimed meeting.
Flag erected outside barrack.
Beechpark raid. Arms captured. 2 Volunteers capbtured
and identified. Sentence for same. Arrangements made
to deal with witness who was removed to Belfast undex
police protection.

1920 TEaster. Raid on Allen's cancelled.
Sept. General raid for arms. Volunteer wounded. Transferred
to Belfast Hospital. (Good many arms captured).
Volunteer wounded in Belfast. ZXIscorted to lanorhamilton,
Frank O'Hagan's car.

1920 to 1922. Boycott enforced (very important).

1920 Decs 9 Birches Barrack and Courthouse burned.

1921 Jany. 1 Aghagallon mails taken from Postman Somerville.
Mehe 3 Train held up and mails captured three miles outside Lurgan
May B Aghalee mails taken from Postman Mal one
Vay 19 Breadvan burned at Derrymacash - Driver J. Hughes.
MeKeown's motor breadvan burned off Aghagallon Road.
Inglis' breadstore and vans raided and damaged. Alarm
raigsed - job not completed.

June 3 Cars seized for election pmrposes and later returned to
owners. Three "B" Specials held up for arms - one
revolver taken. Specilal held up for arms, resisted, was
ghot and died later. Armed escort sent with employees of
Pilbin Bros. to Dunganmon. Raid on Ruddell's for
utensils for dump construction. Utensils taken from
G.N.R. for Battallion work.

1921 « July ) v
to ) Threatening letters received by Nuns. Volunteer guard

1922 - April ) put on Convent of lercy, Lurgan.

1921 '~ Buffer ends seized from G.N.R. (Aldergrove, Moira U.V.F.
Dump, FExecution and Aghagallon Patrol - cancelled during
this year).

1922. Jany. Town under-guard - arrangements to derail train if pegrim
commenced .
Feby. Wholesale kidnapping plans. Vol. Robinson shot dead 8%
Derryloiste.

Apl. 83 Patrol ambushed at Derrytrasna - three wounded.

Vay 14 Patrol ambushed at Derrymacash - three wounded.

Apgs 15 Dundalk captured. - Distribution of Divisional arms.

Sept 11 North Louth explosions., Four bridges wrecked. Border
plans. Active service unit formed.

Nov. 4 Language collection. Iaying of mine on Lurgan-to-
Derrymacash Road. Raid on Heaney's for arms.

ot
0
AV ]
5]

Barrack burned by Fianna.

et
W0
o0
o
*

Feby. Raids on B, Specials' homes. Derrytagh North (Bay Shore)
Resistance by occupants led to fight.
Dispateches continuous from 1918. Wire eutting eontinuous
from 1920. Lntire town isolated end of Vay or early June
1921.

NOTE: - TLurgan handled dispatches for entire North Eastern Units
incoud ing some Monaghan and Cavan.



Knoekbridge
Dundalk,

5/5/35.
A Ghal‘l.

The following is & list of I.R.A., on the 11lth July, 1921 of
Louth Knockbridge Coy.:=

Joe HMeKenna, Knockbridge, Dundalk,

Tom MeElroy, Rossmekee, "

James Gaughran, Dunmshon, w

Antony Donuelly, Claremount, "

Pat McArdle, Knockbridge "

John Belton, Sea Field, élnckroek, Dundalk,
James Byrne, Dunbin, "
Pat Byrne, Carrickmullen, Knockbridge, Dundalk.
Jd. Murphy, Dublin, :

John MeGuire, Knockbridge, Dundalk,

J, Garland,

P, Cassidy. U.8,A.

J, Smyth,

Frank Conlon, Dead.

Tom Lanney, Knockabbey, Louth,

Pat Murtagh, .

Pat MeCormack, Mullaerew, " In Jail,
Micheel MecArdle, -

Gerald MecArdle, "

Jas, sweeneyéolills of Louth, Logth.

i, Mathews, Hoarstown,

Hagh McShane,

Jas, McHugh, Drumgoolin, -
Tom Mcnonnoil, Corderry, »
C. Mullin, "

B, Kirk, Little Ash, Knockbridge.

Mat Conlon, Artoney, Louth, In Jail.
Pat MecDonnell, In Guards.

Tom Rogers,

B, Connolly. & -

Jas. licCartney,

Pat Caragher, Dromiskin,

P, Byrne, - g

G. Gannoily, Louth.



COPY.
I.R.A., = 5th Northern Division

Date 3/8/88.

INTELLIGENCE REPORT ( GENERAL)

Re: Eh&gy Camps, etc.

No. 1 - Omeath: This Camp is the headquarters of the Irregular Forces
' 4th Northern Division. They occupy the Coastguard
Stat ion, the Strand Hotel and Mr. John Quinn's private
residence. All those houses lie between the railway
line and the seashore. As you pass along the Newry
road to Omeath going towards the Six Counties there
is a fine private house belonging to & man named
¥r, Carroll. It is in this house that the Intelligence
Officers and Propaganda Agents work; there is also a
score of privates billeted here. The tota]l stremgth of
the Irregular forces in Omeath.and district I would
estimate at 200 men as they have been reinforced from
the 8ix Countiee within the last week. Their fighting
strength I would say is 80 privates armed with rifles
and about 20 officers, In addition to the rifles they
have about three Thompsons and one Lewis Gun. For
some time past all the men are standing to from about
MIDRIGHT and patrolling the roade with the exception of
a few officers. They have outposts of four armed men at .
each on the Carlingford road, the Newry road, and the
back road which runs thro®' the mountains and overlooks
the village. There is a danger of mines being laid
t: on the leading roads to the village as there is a large
quantity of explosives in "Dumps" around the village.

No. 2:Tipping's - g :
Wood or Bellurgan: This is at present headquarters of the Dundalk

" Brigade and is only used as an outpost as the Officers
of this are mostly in Omeath. The men here are responsible
for the bloeking of the roads, holding up trains, and
breadvans, etc. This Brigade has a Thompson Gun, about
80 rifles, some revolvers and ammnition, but all the men
connected with this Brigade are not in this area.

Nos 3 = These outposts are at the moment, I believe, vacated.
Ravensdale and The men in these Camps have been formed into Flying
Dungooley. Columns and are lying about in the vicinity o7 these

camps and some of them have gone to Omeath.

No. 4 = Piagnna This organisation has about 400 members. There are

or Boy Scouts. about 150 of these armed with sniper rifles, revolvers
and shotpunse The most active of these are located
about Blackrock village and district with the exception
gf a few who are not generally known and knock about
OWne.




The following are the 4th Northern Division (Executive) Staff:

Divisional Commandant Frage. Aiken
- Ad jutant Sean Cormley
2 Q.M. Fras Rodgers
» Asst. Q.M. Patk. Quinn
" Engineer Iver Vonaghan
" Transport
" Officer Peter Boyle
" I.G. To HoCrav&.

Dundslk Brigade No. 1

Brigede Commandant P. MoKenna
® Q. John MeGuill
Battalion Commandants of No., 1 Brigade.
Felix Dawe 3

Sean Kennedy

Newry Brigade No., 2.

£ Brigade Commandant John Quinn
: . Q. M. Ed., FPitzpatrick
2 Adj. ?. MePollin
" Engineer ¥. Quinn
- ¥.0, " . Patk. Laverty
"o elle Patk. Laverty and Patk. Hughes.

Battalion Comdts, of No, 2 ‘Brigada.

¥. Fearen
GQaS. Boyle.

Battalion Comdts. of No. 3 Brigede.

Ce MeGennon

Propaganda Dept.
> 2. Murney.
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RECORD SUPPLIED BY WR. ANDREW OYHARE (No. 4567)

4th Northern Div. Staffs, .

0/Cis Frank Aiken Varch 1921 - October 19228.
Sean Quinn Oct, 19228 -~ MNay 1923,
Tom Rodgers Vay 1923-24.
Sean lcCoy 1924-25
Adjts. Sean lcCoy . Vareh 1921.
Seamus Monaghan— K. /5 Z4/5/%

Sean NcCoy

Mick O'Henlon 5

Sean Gormley

Padraig Quinn Nove 1922,
Mick O'Hanlon

Sean Gormley

Qelis. Sean Quinn Vareh 1921
Tom Rodgers ;
Padraig Quinn Summer 1922,
Ned Fitzpatrick 1922-23
Peter Boyle 1923-24.
Engrs. Sean YMcGauran 1921-22.
Jimmy Goodfellow 19282
Liver Monaghan 1988
Me O Culnn 1922=23,
1.08. Sean Quinn (2) *  ((I think both IV,0'Hanlon
Seamus Monaghan (1) (& Sean Gormley also held
Tom Rodgers (this position for a period

SPECIAL SERVICES:

D/supplies. Ned Pitzpatrick ~ 1921-22,

D/signals. Jerry Tipving dos i REIRL.
D.V.Services Doctor lckee 1920-22, ‘
D/Transvort Peter Boyle 1922,

D/Training Andy O'Hare 1922,

NJ. 3 Brigade - No, 1 Battn.

No., 1 Brigade - lst Battn - Part of Co., Louth from Castlebellingham
to Dundalke
2nd Battn - Bart of Co., Louth from Dundalk North.

3rd Battn - South Armagh, South of line drawn from
Crossmaglen to Poyntzpass.

4th Battn - Bart of Cos Armagh including Newtown,
"hitecross, Ballymoyer.

o

No, Brigade - 1st Battn.,

Part of Down from Newcastle to Rostrevor,

but not including eithers

2nd Battn. From Rostrevor to Hilltown and Rathfriland
to Newry inclusive.

3rd Battn. Part of Co. Down including Banbridge,

Dromore, Guildford, Scarva districts.




P o e WSk S

No. 3 Brigade,

1st Battn.

2nd Battn,

3rd Battn.

2

Part of Co. Armach including Armagh city, Keady,
Tandragee District.,

Part of Armagh including Blackwatertown, l'oy,
Charlemont and North Zast Armagh.

Part of Co. Armagh including Lurgan and
Portadown distriet and North east part
of county.
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%.0). 4th Hlorthern Fivision,
\ July 17, 1922.
TO ALL OFFICERS AND MEN.

Position of the 4th Northern Division from January, 1922, to
July 17th, 1922, 3 p.m. :

Jan., 1922.—As a result of a letter of Commdt.-Gen. Rory 0’Connor and Commdt.-
Gen. Liam Lynch and other officers to the Minister for Defence demanding am, imme-
Jdiate Convention of the L.R.A., a meeting of Div. Commdts. and H.Q. Statf was held.
‘At that meeting L proposed that, as at that time if a Convention was held a split, was
inevitable, the Convention should not be held until aftet the publication of the Constitu-
tion, and then we would be able to see if we had to split and with whom we had to split.
Ths meeting ended in Commdt.-Gen. Rory O'Connor and Minister of Defence agreeing
that the Convention should be held in March.

The Convention in March was proclaimed by the President of Dail Eireann, on the
advice of the Minister of Defence. Commdt.-Gen. O’Connor and Commdt.-Gen. Liynch
and the other officers called on all delegates, to-attend.. No representative of the ~4th
Northern Division attended, and the night before 1 wrote asking Commdt.-Gen.

O’Connor to postpone 1t until after the Constitution was published.

The Convention was held, and the Executive formed. Only one Brigade Staff and
two Batts. of that Brigade went over to the Executive. The Div. Staft and the rest of
the Division decided to remain under the Dail Ministry of Defence until the publication
of the Constitution, unless they were asked to do something that they could not honour-
ably do. -

On the 6th July I wrote the Minister of Defence to ask him to call a truce, so that
the Dail might get at the Constitution, and to call a Convention of the Army. He
said he could not see his way to advise the Government to do so. 1 told him then that,
if ordered, 1 would not attack the Executive forces; but, on the other hand, T thought
that the Kxecutive should quit, and i T had to leave his Army 1 would not ficht him,
because that fight would only ruin the counmtry without gaining any ground for the
Republic. When leaving him I said T would try and ge} Commdt.-Gen. Lynch to quit.

On leaving the Minister of Defence 1 went South to see Commdt.-Gen. Lynch. I saw
him the 8th July, aund put to him that he could do more for the Republic by propaganda
than by fighting men of the old Army, most of whom thought they wer doing the best
for the Republic, and who would never coufitenance the King as in the Constitution, and
also thau, although he had the moral right to fight, it was bad tactics, since he could
only fight for a few months or years, without any chance of a successful revolution. I
failed in my mission and returngd to my ... ision.

When I reached my Divisional H.Q..1 found there orders to attack the Executive
forces in my area, and also an order for myself, Div. Staff and Brigadiers to report at
G.H.Q. on Saturday, July 15th. ¢

On Friday, July 14th, I met all (including Txecutive) Brigade and Batt. Commdts.
and Div. Staff. We agreed that if the Provisional Government did not give the Anti-
Treaty parties, civil and military, a constitutional way of carrying on for the Republic,
such as withdrawing the oath for admission to Parliament, we would give them mno
support, moral or material. On that day. July l4th, 1 ordered all arms and war material
in the Division to be concealed, and that if we finally broke with G.H.Q. all military
posts and camps were to be evacuated, the Divisional organisation to be kept intact
along Volunteer lines until—an ordered state of government obtaining in the South—we

eould attack the North, with a chance of getting an united Treland, which was always the
Iminiedlate Job to We oS 2ol v = :

We reported as ordered to the Minister of Defence :_111'(1 laid our Vviews béfore ixim.v

He told us his position,.and the Government’s, and advised me to give more detailed
plans as to how 1 thought the position could be fixed up, and also to write a memo. to
the members of the Government on the subject. I returned to our barracks to do so.

1 wrote the memo. that night, the 15-16th July, and at 5.30 on the morning of the
16th 1 awoke with two Thompson’s at my nose.

“An officer who had been reduced for inefficiency, some men who were under arrest for

drunkenness, opened the gates. and so—Brilliant.  Victory of National Army! 300 °

JIrregulars arrested! Not a shot fired !

1 got parole that evening and went to the Minister of Defence amd demanded my own
release and that of my officers and men, and that the full truth be published, so that it
could not be said that 300 of the I.R.A. meant to fight, and were such military fools or
such cowards as to be arrested without firing a shot.

The Minister of Defence assured me—and I believe him—he did not know our
barracks was to be attacked on that pm-bi@ulur morning. He told me also that G.H.Q.
had information that some of my officers had arranged at a meeting to attack Govern-
ment troops. L told him that they had got an untrue acount—irom an officer who had
been reduced—of that meeting, which simplydecided that they would not take any part in
the fighting, and would protect their area and keep law and order in it. I told him also
_ that however Dick Mulcahy might dislike it—that if the Minister for Defence
attempted to govern, without the consent of the best people, he would be driven to use
rotten men and means.

He asked me to get my arrested officers to sign an assurance that, if released, they
would not attack the Government or destroy life or property. 1 told him that, although [
could assure him they would not do so0, 1 was sure ‘they would not sign__any guarantee
unless the Government withdrew the oath of allegiance to the British King from the
Constitution, that there would never be peace in the country while it (the oath) was in
it. Before 1 left he sent on orders to the Officer T/C. of his “troops in Dundalk Barracks
that my officers were to be treated as officers confined to quarters, and that 1 was to get
parole to try and fix up the mess that had been made of the situation.

To-day (Monday, 17th July) 1 applied to Officer I/C. here for parole to visit my
men outside. He refused. T asked by what authority. He said not by O/C., 5tk
Northern Division, but by the officer over'him. I asked him to press that officer for my
parole and to inform the Minister of Defence. I cuaranteed to him, in writing, that if [
oot parole I would accept absolute responsibility - for all that would occur 1n my
Divisional area, three hours afterwards..

At 3 o’clock he came and told me that my request for parole had been refused, and
that my officers who had been arrested were to be sent to prison. 1 asked him was the
Minister of Defence aware of that. He said not. I said, then, that I washed my hands
of the whole business, and declared if anyonewas killed in this area, on one side or the
other. that the officer over the 0/C., 5th Northern Division, Was guilty of murder.
Finally, I besought him (the 0.1.C.) not o attack our men further without the sanction
of the Minister of Defence.

Now, there must be no ill-will borne to the men who attacked this barrack. They
did not know the circumstances, and, from a military point of view, it was a nice, well-
organised bit of work, carried out well. But I ask all my men, for the country’s sake,
not to join the Army of the Government with that oath in the Constitution, no matter
what the pay may be, or that the alternatives to joining are starving or going back to
Ulster to fight at a time that the disordered state of Southern Ireland ensures fadure.

The best thing to do for the country’s §ake is to put your trust in God and keep your
wowder dry, and make sure you don’t losé 1it.
Bail o Dhia orraibh uilig. i
Mise,

FRANK ATKEN, Laoiseach,
Ceann Roinyie.
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